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Conrt eons 'Regder, 4 
[Thou art deſixed -to cerret with 
Pen. theſe following Errata's- 
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-Tn the ſecond Sermon i the Bpiley or go 
therefore. |, 


He ovreateſt znd-igheſt 


-D 
"Hononr” of the. reafo 


* © £8 & Creature'is to-ferve | 
| "Fim\,' whois the beſt 
Cool, and laſt End. Herein do 
we,commiunicate with Angels, 
EE: glory" it - is that they..arc 

Sprite, always behold- 

£4 rs of God ” our Þa- 
7s. for th Ry purpoſe. How 
dili ent rhen thould we'be to Try 
"FU d on, aridtd) Improve- all pp6r- 
.tunitics of ſeiicegſeciiig ou time 
"1S 10 The 367 work fo'great, add 
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V John y4. herein, 1 muſt work the work 


F ' , £12. 2- The ſeriqus thoughts hereof would 


come to be Comprebenſores, 
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firſt believed 2 The Son of God 
hath given us a glorious n 
of 


bim that hath ſent me, &c. Chriſt &, 
Jeſus our Maſter improved all op- 
crunities , "went up and down 
oing good, filling all places where 
he catue with the ſavour of his Do- « 
Eine and Miracles, becauſe he 
knew his time was ſhort, and the 
recompence of reward at hand. 
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exceedingly ſpur us to a holy di- vi 
ligence , eſpecially conſidering 
that Heaven is a place not | 


wark but reward, were the Saints 

will be diveſted of ſerving and ho- 

nouring God in many of theſe 
ways, whercin now®*( through"| 
gtace) they are enabled to bring | 
much glory to his Name, Many | 
Graces, Duties, Gifts have -here | 
their place, while we are YViatorer, | 
but ſhall have no. room- when wed 
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L WWE thy Author in this little Tract: bd 
'l 1+ to ſet before thee the at Op- "= 
f | 
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,rtunitic thou haſt of ice to 

God , while thou art on this ſide 
Heaven, beyond what are to be 

enjoyed there. Were this __ 

ly weighed, how would Holineſsbe ' 

- & promoted, Saints thrive, Fanulies 

» '} flouriſh, Churches revive © we 

\ | ſhould not fo paſſionately defire : 
death meerly.to be rid of all ſuf- 5 ll 
* ferings , bur ſhoud prize life, if "735 

| with it Chriſt Jeſus might be thag- _ 
nified. It is glorious wotk that 

'©1 God calls his Saints to 'ere they 

| get co Heaven. Is not ſuffering for - 
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| Chriſt, glorious work © is not the * 

" Exerciſe of Faith, Hope, and Pati- 1 Pe.4. 
'#® ence, glorious work © To do good, ** $ 
and to communicate both ro the 

. badily and ſpiritual neceſſities.of 
| "Saints and others, is not this glo- 


| riqus work? In a word, to , be 
gre pure Religion & unlhlecdt 2 
' the generations to came, is not this ' | 
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F gout Wha 
0 glorious work + Why, herein arc 
= - the” Saints on © Earth priviledged” 
22 beyond thoſe in' Heaven ,/where' 
E's © there is* to room for” the exerciſe]. 
I of theſe Graces, and Duties. 

Oh ! who would not pray thar 
hemight live to do God ſervice's” | 
ſpin not out precious/time un- 


profitably. Pray that thou may- 
eſt. be counted wool) of "this ; 
calling ( which is indeed: a high 
calling") and fulfil all the (good 
* pleaſure ofhis Goodneſs, -and the 
work of Paith , Hope, and Pati- | 
ence, with power, that the Name |} 
of. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may 4 
be glorified in you;ande in him, | 
| according tothe grace of our Gee, 
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11.12.91 andthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Ifaiah 38 18, 19, | 
For the Grave cannot praiſe thee," \ 


Death cannot celebrate thee : They 
that, g# down into the pit, can- 


” not "bopefor thytrath, 

The living, the living, he ſhall praiſe 
thee, as | ao this day: The Fa> 
ther to the Children ſhall make 
knopn thy Trgth, 


Abe words are a part of 

RAPE ECNS SREES chank(- 
= Tap giving for his recover 

3 T RY from his hicknels ( be- 

PB ginning at the ninch- 

—I verſe.) This good - 

King was not ſumply 

|! afraid of Deathgas appearech,vey. 3d.Bur 
| Firſt, He had then no $0n to fucce 

him in the Kingdum, ( for Mana 

was not then born ) and he wasſfo 

licicous for a Succeflour, and the fulfil: - 

8” A 4 ling 
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(2) 
ling of God's Promiſe to David , which 
we have four times expreſied ,. (- ws. 
2 Sam.*7. 12,33), 16. 1 King, 8. 25. 


Pal, 89. '2$, 29. & 132. 12, / Jo all 


which places we fiad this Promiſe to Da- 
vid, that there ſhould not fail a Manof 
his Seed, to fit upon the Throne of 1ſ- 
racl, ſo that his Children took heed to 
their wayes, to walk before the Lord in 
truth, as David their Father had done. 
Here was a Promiſe with a Condition. 
And hence it 1s, I ſuppoſe , that Heze- 
kiah, in his Prayer ( verſ. 3d ) makes 
mention of his fulhlling that Condition, 
viz. That David's Children muſt rake 
heed to their way, (if they dehred to 
£1c upon his Throne ) that they walk be- 
fore him, as David had done. For, faith 
Hezthiah, Remember now, O Lord, 1 bi- 
ſerch thee, bow 1 bave walked before thee 
m trutb,and with a perfett beart, & have 


done that which is good in thy fight. As. . 


much as to ſay,* Lord ! T hope thou wile 
© not curine- oft, and leave the Kingdom 
© without an Heir of the Seed of David, 
© ſeeing thou did'ſt promiſe him that 
© thou wouldeſt not ;' provided that 
© his Children took heed to their way, 
* chat Chey walked before him as David 
© did. Aud, through thy Grace, I have 


*lo, 
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-03Y There” 7 
| ©ſo walked in my meaſure , and theres! * © 
* fore, | hope, thou wyle not rake me 
© away, who have performed che Con» 
l * dirion. So that Hez.chgob ( though a 
- | "verygood Man) was afraid of Deathz 
f | yer not funply, bur leſt rhe Kingdom 
- ſhould want an Heir of the Seed of 
q | David. 
- And this that I have ſaid confirms che 
Opinion of thoſe chat ſay, that Heze- 
» | Hiab was loth to dye , becaule then he» 
had no Heir z though that was not all 

; the reaſon. 


I For, Secondly , He was alſo lotht to 2. 
> | dyc in God's diſpleaſure, fo as a Child 
yg God mxy do. For God doth ceſtifie 


- | his cemporal diſpleaſure many times a- 
| gainſt his own Children. If bis Children 7/«l. 89. , 
| forſake my Law , and walk, not in my 39313» 
Tudpments : If they break, my Statutes, 3 
and keep not my Commandments; Then 
will” f vifit their tranſgreſſions with the 
Rod, and their iniquity with Stripes. 
And he teſtifies ig tomecimes in their 
| death, as he did in the death of the , © 
Propher that came out of Fudab, and 1 Vng-iy. 
| Propheſied againſt the Alrar at Bechel , ****: 
{ Who was ſlainby a Lion for his diſo- 
beying the Word of the Lord, 

And Hizekiah was afraid, that tou 
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(49 | 
hi@fome rontroverfie with: jm, and © | 
hewas loth to dye in God's diſpleaſure. 
Peradvenrure,he was forewhat lifted up - 
with his miraculous deliverance from the 
Sevacherib, mentioned in the for- 
nity Chapter'z | For God did wonderful - 
things; as you- know , to effet char 
deliverance, and this fickneſs was imme- 
diately after the deſtruction of Senachy- 
ri#i Army; for that happened in the 
$oth year of Hezckiabs likg, who lived 
fifteen yearsafter his recovery from his. 
ficknels , which two numbers make che 
whiole' number of Hezekiab's years, 
which were 54, 2 King, 18.-2.. $0. thac 
this ſickneſs of his fell out preſently up- 


'- on thar great deliverance, | Ang: the 
000d Man was -not ſo thankful ( per- 


haps Y as he ſhould be, but ſomewhat: 
elevated. For this was his © weaknels af- 
cer his recovery. © His heart was: lifted 
up, and he refdred not again accord- 
ing to the benctic done.to him,for which 
God was' angry. with him . What. 
the fin was, I will not poſitively deter- 
mine, only#l thus conje&ture ; but that - 
he *apprehtnded. God's diſpleaſure for 
his fin, 15 evident from the words imme. 
diately before my Texr, faith he, Thos 
haſt caſt all my ſins behind thy back, 
2 *s'. - 
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Therefdre , it ſcems, "his {ml lay before 


the face of God, till-hny recoveryg and} 


upon this accounthe was loth-to dyes; 


+ Thirdly: He was loth to-dyty.ass 3. 


fearing what ſhould become of. ig Re-- 
formartonn; _ For he knew what became / 
of Feboſhaphat's , though: he leſt a fon» 
bchind him ; and of Febojadab”s, though 
he lett'a well-educated: Nephew behind 
him. Ad&- hereunto, that he found 


che Church in a- very 'deplored conditi | : 


on , when he came to the Crown, And 
as for his preſent Retormaction , it had 
not" laſted» fo 1ong as his Father's De- 
formation and Idolatry 5 and his Refor« 
mation ” had” ſcarce taken root as yet $ 
therefore he was willing to live longer, 
and nor; as yet, to dye. mY 

Fourthly, That which made him che 
more unwilling, was the nature of his 
Diſeaſe, which ( by the Remedy, and 
way of Cure, a lump of Figas laid tor 
a Plaiſter upon the Boyl, Yer, 22.3T 
fay, which by the Cure, ſeems to have 


'been- the Peſtilence : And he.. was fb 


willing to go to Heaven that way ; 
though good Men may dye cf that Dul- 
caſe, and many times have done. Bur 
yer a Child-of God would, for ſeveral 
Reaſons, willingly. delive: that way of 


c dying af ic might ſtand with the good 


, dlcalure of God, Thus 
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hiah was loth to dye 


| ud (69) 4 
"Th you fee the Reaſons why He" 


Now then bei fd ; and ha- 
aleaſe of his life for-x 5 years grant 
&d he writecth down his thankſgi- 
ving yas mach afteted with God's mer- 
cy towards him, verſ. 9, &c. 

Inthe Text read unco you, there is; 

1. A Declaration of the ſtare of the 
Dead, asto the loſs of all opportunities 


; ever to praiſe and magnific God any 
 moxe, or to hope for -his truth in chis 


world. 

Sccondly, An Afertion of the oppor. 
eunjcies enjoyed by che living , thus to 
praiſe God , and to make known his 
Truth, cha i is, His Truth and Faithful- 
neſs in his Promiſes. For, I conceive, 
Hezeksab hath here a ſpecial rel 
the Truth and faithfulneſs of 
his Promiſe made co David and his 
Seed, in the foremtioned Texts of 
Scriprure. 

And therefore-it is very kikely, that 
Hezehiab made known this Truth and 
Faithfulnefs of God co his ſon Manaſſeb, 
who was twelve years old when Hez4e- 

iah dyed. Though Manaſſeb ( ic 
ceems ) did- litcle mind it., or made 
any good uſe» of itz That Point of 
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DoArine, which I ſhall infiff-uponz%s. 
chis, That | Jr 4x 
. Do&rine, » wy * 
| T bers atq opportunities of ſervice te be 7 
| performed to God in ths hfe, which are Br 
not ts be enjojed after death. "4 
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. Or thus, 
T he people of God may do that for biw 
in thus World , which they cannot do un 
Heaven. * | 
David therefore makes an Argument __ 7 
of it in his Prayer, and fad Complainc in tf LM 
his Sickneſs: For , faith he, un death. © "T7 
there uu mo remembrance of thee ; ( not 
but that the Saints in Heaven do remem-/ + 
ber God, ( for they ſee him there ) buc 
they cannor keep up his -memorial any 
longer among, the livingz he goes on) ' 3» 
In the Grave who ſhall give thee thanks? . +, © 
The like we have in che 30th Pſalm, en- 8 
ticled, A Song at the Dedication of the 
| bonſe of David, viz.. after hisreturn (as 
'us cor.ceived ) from his victory over 
Abſalem, who had dreadfully defiled 
David's houſe wich Inccit, in-abufing his 
Fathers Concubines ; which houſe there- 
fore David endeavours to purge; and 
Ueanſe in a foleinn holy manner at his 
urn, and io dedicate it aiew to Gog, 


Andin that Plalar be ſhewety , how 
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4+ 42.44, 4 
neLord in.che day of his trout 
hen 4b/alom roſe up againſt him,8 
when he was afraid of his life, and was | 
_ totty to dye bythe hand of his fn ; 
P[al.z0.3. kali he What profit 14 thera '1n wy blood, 

» when I go down wo the pit ? ſhall the duſt | 
praife thee ? ſhallut declare thy Truth? 
And dark deſerted} Heman makes uſe 
? of theſame argument, Yſal. 88: 19, 11. 
© Pſe.83, 10, Wilt thou ſhew wonders to the dead ? and 
> ut. . ſhdllthe dead ariſe and praiſe thee? Selah. 
Shab thy loving kindneſs be declared 1h the 
Grave ? or thy faubfulneſs in deflrutiion? | 
Shall thy wonders be known in the darly? 
and thy righteouſneſs in the land of for- 
petfalneſs ? fanh he, Thy people way |! 
make knownethy wonders -11: this lite, 
+ bur notin the "Grave. tet 
Cuſt. Bat then, do noc the Saints, when * 
they aredead praiſethe Lord ?. ! . 7; 
| Yes ; But the Plalmiſt ſpeaketh not of 
that, but of praifing God g. and. decla- 
ring his loving kindneſs, faithtulncks, 
and righreouſnefs in the land of che li- 
Ne bs And all their ſervice that way. 15 
atancnd, excepr by Miracle any. be rai- 
{ed from the dead, aS Lazarus and Ta- 
bitha were.” So Pſal. 115-17. The dead 
- praiſe not the Lord, neither, any that, go 
don imo filence,' And: hence: laph 
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David\, I ſhall ot dj2y bib Weis ghdde- "7 L 
clare the works of the Lord "Dialin."3 x8. Le 
17. As much as tofay , - there isno ide > 
| Caring of them after death! pr | 
Bu what” arc thoſe feryices 'that-may Queſt, ia 


be done here , which cannor be done in 
Heaven, clizt ſo we 'may fce- the” Poinr 
1 Inſtances ? MOL R UG $41 
They arc many ; and ft 'me begin Ayſw, 2 
ho noe in my ext, . hel Sai F 
The living, tht living, he (hall prasſe *I 
thee. 1. 8." fe ſhall oak thee beforanila "4 
- Children of Men in the Land of che h- 7 
ving, Now, this is /« glotious' fervice, - © 
c$ncaining as mach as is- unpatted inthe . , , 7 
fi:ft Perirvn' of che RulEot Prayery's,c. 4.* 
Hallowed be thy Nam: ; which though ge. 
if be #ſervice done in Heaveny \yetin the 
preſence of glotified Saints only; with. 
"out any propdgation of praiſe” tothe 
Name of God, for chat is'tlic priviledge 
of the Saints while they /live' in this 
; world*Whete they make thie Name of 
God known to them, that knew ir\ator 
before. "This'is the firſt and higheſt Pe- 
" fition of all'1n our prayers, and rhete- 
" fore of greateſt concertiment. 2 35 
*,. Secondly, There is another; fervicesin - 2, 7 
" my Texc, which cannor beiperformedivin 2 
_ Heaven, and. it is «contayned: 3n; rhele 
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_ words, Tha Father to the ChildFen ſhot 


make kyown thy Truth, And is not 
this alſo a moſt bleſſed ſervice ? for jr 
contains what 1s imported jn the ſecond 
Penition 1n the Rule of Praycr, ( wiz. ) 
Thy Kingdom come. For this is one ex. 
cellent way of advancing and enlarging 
the Kingdom of God in thjs warld, 
( wiz.) when Parcnts ſhall make known 
the Truth and Faichfulneſs of God to 
thelr Children, To which purpoſe con. 
ſider, Pſal. 78. 2, 7, Dent. 4. 9. and 
6.6, 7, And thisis the great ſervice 
of che Saints vpon Earth, both Miniſters 
and People, Thy things ( faith Paul to 
T imotby, 2 Ep ſt. Ch, 2. Ver. 2. ) Thet 
thou baſt beard of me among many witneſ- 
ſes, the ſame commut thou te faitbful mey, 
who ſhall be able to teach others alſe, And 
this is 2 ſervice, which cannoc be 
done in Heaven. For the dead Saints 
cannot contribute ought to the enlarg- 
ing Of the Kingdom of Grace in this 


World ; and as for the Kingdom of + 


Glory, there are bur two waycs of en. 
larging that, which are by the depar- 
ture of the Saints on Earth to Heaven, 


. and by the ReſurreRtion ; in neirher of 


which doth God uſe the ſervice of the 


ified Sauats at all, | 
glor | oY 
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ever, The truth is, che whole Scrip- 
ture 1s a Book of the Acts and Monu. 
} ments of the Lord's wonderful works in 
gathering, and building, proteRing, ſa- 
ving, and doing good to his Church, and 
that for this end, that the Generations co 
come might pur their hope and truſt in 
(350d. And this was the unanimous de- 
hen of the Pen-men of holy Scripture, 


created ſhall praiſe the Lord. | 
Thirdly, Here in this world the Saints 
may live exemplarily,blamele[s and barm- 


eneration, And this is a great ſervice 
alſo z For 


Firſt, Hereby ſome may come to be 


converted , x Pet. 3. 1; and fo che 
Kingdom of God 1s enlarged by iis wa 
lalſlo, And B Seconds 


The tare therefore of the-choiceſt 
Saints hath been, not only for the time 
of their lives, but for the Generations 
to come, that they might know what Deur.31; 
God had done, The time would fail is- 
| co cell of Moſes, and Foſhua, and David, 
and-Pawl , whoſe Epiſtles cloſe with this ,, cþ,..z. 
Doxology and hearty defire of glory to 1af.ch. 
be given to Chriſt in the Churches for £%-3.laft, 


Foſh.2 laft 


This ſhall be written for the generations ,-, _.. 
to come; and the people which ſhall be 13. 


3» 


leſs, a the ſons of God without rebake Phil.2.14; 
ls the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 


| (12). 
Secondly, Many hereby will be con- 
. vinced, and left without excuſe in tha 
4 great day. For this is one way where 
| by the Sains. ſhall judg the world ; the) 
Aat.1:z, ſhall judg it exemplarily, and ( in conf 
42, with currence wih Chriſt ) ſextentiarilly, 
x £0r.5. 2. Now ( I ſay) this is a ſervice, whidgj 
cannot be done 1n Heaven ; - where, Filty] h 
| There is no evil prrion : Noe Seco: idly th 
Any necd of exampl=s tor . the glorified ch 
Saints zo walk by, who are all pertecty H 
and under the immediate and foie God | 
vernmenc ct che Spirit of. God, Thergpji 
is but ouc example 1 in Heaven, ard thagT; 
is che exemplary cauſe of the glorificaq an 
Phil. 3.2 | ti0a of our bodies, vizs T he glorified boA4F ; 
"ue 32? dy of Chriſt. For in this life the Saint! 
couform to he grace of Chriſt aRively]qe, 
and at the Reſurrection, they confornF,,. 
co his glorified body pathvely, as co thel - 
Pater. 50 
4- Here in this wor!d che S.ints havdfer, 
- oppor un1:ics of reproving Sin, con{., 
futing Errors, oſtruc tiwg the Ienoranr | 
warmng the U.ruly, coinforting thices 
Feeble mindcd, praying tor cheir Relatiffg, 
ons ard Friends, &c, Now there are n{e 
ſuch $i110gs in Heaven, wherethereisng } 
$1", no Error, no lenorwice, no Unrwljife 
lincſs, none Aficted, no praying fdkhef 
Relation 
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4 Relations. T remember how dying Mr. + "_ 

J Rollock was much offended wich x Kinſ- MER; » 
man, for defiring his Prayers when he yzz. ejas. | 
- ſhould come to Heaven, God will have 

4. but one Interceſlor there. 

| Here they may do gocd to the bo- F, 

Ef dics of Men. For chey may teed the 

of hungry, give drink to the thirſty, lodge ycatth.z5; 

'4 the harbourleſs, clothe the naked , viſit 35,36. 

Y che fick ard impriſoned ; whereas 1n 

t Heaven there are no neceſſicies or wants. 

4 Here the Saincs may ſufter for Chriſt & 6: 

IQeivea teſtimony to his Cauſe, and to the 

ad Truth, by the loſs of their Relations, 

aJand Friends, of their Goods, Healch, 

0JEaſe, Credy, Liberty , Houſes, Lands, 

I OUntries, Pc SCC For, Bleſſed are tht 

Yidead which dye inthe Lord, from bence- | 

MErth, yea, ſaith the Spirit , that they Reine 

ll-y3a7 reſt from their labours, aud their 
Iworks follow them. And this 1s ſach a 

Vgſervice, as the very Angels are 1n no wile 

capable of, 

ty So chu you ſee, there are many lervi- 

h ces which the Saints may do here 

for Chritt , which they cannot do in 

NHeaven, 

ng Indeed, if they could return to this 

I\8]ife again, they might do ſuch works as 

Mheſe, For when Lazaras was railed 

Nn B 2 fromt- 


John 12.2 


AQts 9.39. 


Job 7:9, 
I'S. 


- Whereas in Heaven Faith is turned intc 


** not by ſight, as they ſhall do in Hea 


(14) ge 
from the dead, he entertained Chriſt a- 
eain, And when Tabitha was raiſed] © 
trom the dead, it is-very probable that 
{he fell ro her good Works and: Alms- c 
deeds again, ro her making of Coats and 
Garmeats again for the poor, as ſhe had} * 
been wont ( AF. 9.39.) Bur theſe 
rare examples of the returning of the h 
dead Saints to this world again, For as 
the Clond ts couſumed;and vamſheth away: F 
ſo he that goeth down 10 the grave, ſhall| . 
come up nomore. He ſhall return no more 
to bis houſe, neither (hall his place 
know b1m any more. (t 

Laſtly, There are ſome gifts of o-ace}/ " 
which canno: be exerciſed in Hea- hi 


ven. For q 
Fiſt, Here the Saints do believe : 


Vion, Here they walk by Faith, anc 


ven. And Faith is a gift of Grace g 
whereby God 1s much glorified ; tor ix 4. 
empties and humbles the Heart, and 4 


carricth it forth co Chriſt, and glorities 


God in all his Attributes. Whereas inf . 
Heaven the Saints have all in hand, and 
therelore they live by Gght, and nor b 
Faith, There is but one thing there rc 
come to ther (co the compleating- of 
theig 


im 


Cal 


(15) 
their happineſs ) and that is, the roſur- 
rettion of the dead, in the Faith whereof 
they live , bur yer this Faith is of ano- 
ther nature, than that which juſtifiech 
and faveth in this lite, 

Secondly, Ir followeth hence, That 
here in this life the Saints do exerciſe 
Hope, waiting for che good which 1s 
held forth in the Promiſe , which their 


Faith believeth chey ſhall haye, Where. 
as in Heaven, Hope is turned into 


PP Mc MM _ £4.37 WAS tb, 


( that 15, the thing hoped for ) that #5 
od ſeen,is not Hope : for what a man ſeeth, 
why doth be yet hope for ? There 1s no 
hope in Heaven ( the Fathers to the Chil. 
dren cannot bope for thy Truth, 'as He- 
zekiab here ſaith ) except ir be of che 


(C 


k a moſt joyful expectation. They are 
- glad, and rejuyce, in that their fleſh doth 
0 reſt in hope, Not that” their fleſh doth 
q hope, but that refteth, and ther Souls 
{ hope for its rifing again, 
3 Accordingly it followeth, That here 
F in this life the Saints do exerciſe their 
I patience, which ccaſeth in Heaven , bee 
J cauſe our hop? ceaſeth there. For pa- 
tience is the ons of Hope, ( 2 Thbef. 
jg) 1+ 3. ) called there nh patience of hope 5 
3 


Fir 


fruition and enjoyment. For Hepe Rom.8.14 


Reſurrefion, whereof the Saints have pg1,,g, ,, 


ouch 


(16) 


Rom.8, 25 For if we hope for that which we ſee not, 


4. 


x Cor.13. 
laſt. 


Ver. 8. 


then do we with patience wait for it, There 
is nothing 1n Heayen co put our patience 
40 it, 

Ic is true indeed what the Apoſtle 


ſaith, x Cor,13.laſt, Now abideth Faith, 


Hope, and (| barity, theſe three; but the 
greateſt of theſe 15 Charity. Becauſe Cha- 
rity (1. e. Love ) never faileth.; (ver,8.) 
that 15 Heavens grace in a Spſwaeaal man- 
ner, But yer, notwithſtanding , even 
Love it felt hath a Iarger Object here in 
this world, than in Heaven, Fot there 
is a Love here, which cannot be exerciſed 
there, And that 1s, | 

To love our enemies, Which 1s the 
Command of the Goſpel,and a great Du- 
ty, and was one of the laſt Acts of 
Chriſt upon the Croſs, Lake 23. 34. 
And the ver y laſt Act of Stephen che 
Protomartyr, who was never like to at 
it -more, Att, 7. laſt.. Lord, ſaich he, 
lay not this fin ts thur charge. 

Here in chis lite you may love all 
Unregenerace men, aid ſhew ut in your 
defires and endeayours for their con. 
verſion. 

Here alſo you may exerciſe a Love of 
ſympathy with all, boch good and bad, 
1n their ſufferings. Bur in Heaven 


| 
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And as theſe gifts of Grace foremen- 
tioned do greatly glorifte God, buſt ceaſe 
in Heaven ; ſo do Parts and common- 


Gifts alſo ceaſe there. For whether there 1 Cor.13. 
be Propheſies,they ſhall fail ;, or, whether *: 


there be Tongues, they ſhall ceaſe; or whe- 
ther there Be knowledge ( that 15 imper- 
fect, mediate, and the communication of 
ir to others ) it ſhall vaniſh away. And 
yer Propheſying is much to God's 


glory. For, He that Prophbeſieth, 1 Co, 14. 
ſpeaketh unto men to Edification, Exhorta- 3: 
tion, Conſolation, And T ongues do alſo Ver, 


edifice. So likewiſe for knowledge. 

So that put all this togecher., and 
there is to be done here , whereby 
God may be glorified, and men edified 
and benefired, which cannot Fe done 
in heaven. 

And thus you ſee the Point made good 
in ſeveral Inſtances, That there are oppor- 
turities of ſervice tobe performed to the 
Lord in this life, which are nt to bs en- 
Jojed after death. 

uſt, | 
 Burifir be thus 3 why have ſone of 
the Saints mentioned in Scripture deſired 
to dye ? 


B 4 . An- 


there is no. room for this Love, : 


P 


(3d) 


Anſaer. 
Sorfie of the Saints have done 
ill in fo doing, but others upon good 
ground. « p 
Firſt, Some of thera have not done well : 
in - defiring death, for they have 
aſſionately defired it, and totheir own 
ols, if God ſhould have anſwered their 
defires herein, For inſtance, 1. Mo- 
ſes, he was the meekeſt Man upon the 
Earth, yet he ſeems to be in a paſſion, 
b when he ſaid, If thon deal thus with me, 
- Numb.i1. kl me, [pray thee, out of hand. Why? 
To» was there no remedy, but God muſt 
x kill him, and preſently too, if che bur- 
*y then of the. people lay a little longer up« 
* on him ? Thus was a pathonate expreſſion 
and defire of death, and had 


| 
| 


he died there preſently, he had incurred 

a double loſs ( to ſay no more nic 
7. He had been cut ſhort of che oppor- 
runity of doing that eminent ſervice in 
conducting the people through the W1l- 
derneſs, For he lived, 38 years Jonger,and 
did much for God and his people during 
that time, 2. If he had died then our of 
hand, he had not dyed, and been buri- 
Dew, 34- ed fo honourably, as he was afterwards 
upon Mount Nebs, even by God's hand, 
. 2. And. 


_ 5 
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2. And though Fob was a patient 
Man , yet he paſſionately defired death, s 
Oh ! th hg that I might have my 10>6.9.9% * 
requeſt, and that God would grant me the | 
this that I long for : Even that it would 
pleaſe God to Gefirey we, that be would 
lat looſe bis band , :anrd cut me of. 
Whereas God meant Fob bertter than lo, 
( vis, ) to turn his Captivity, and ts 
give him twice as much as he had loſt, 
and the full number of his tormer Chil. 
dren, and fo, to double their number 
alſo 5 ſhewing him , thar his firſt num- 
ber was not laſt, Moreover, he ſhall 
yet live x40 years longer co ſerve. and 
honour God in this world, Again, = 
3 Elyab was a Man ſubject to like CE 
paſſions as we are, and being perſecuted 
by Jezebel, be requeſted for bimſelf that | 
he might dye, and he faid, /r 5s enowgh 7 King, 89, 
now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am * "x 
et batter. chas my Fathers, Whereas '' © 
God intended better for him, ( viz.) 
that he ſhould live yer longer, and finiſh 
his Teftimony agawſt eAbab, Jezebel, 
and Abaziab, and then be carried tri- 
umphantly co Heaven in a hery Cha- 
xiot. So 
Jonah would needs d j* ina frer, 


Oh Lord, laith he, Taks 1 beſerch _ > Jonas, IH 


Luke 2129, 


Ver. 26. 


Phil.r.23, 
24. 


(20) 
my life from me, for it 1s better for me t® 
dye, than to live. No, Jonah was not 
in caſe to dye at preſent, God would 
not take him at his wor , bur be muſt 
live yer longer and repent. 

Secondly, As for ſome others of the 
Saints, death hatch been deſired by them, 
and nor impatien'ly, nor any way linful- 
ly,bur very well,and upon good ground, 
You know 
I. Taft and devout Simeon, when 
he had taken up Chriſt in his arms, he 
blefled God, and ſaid, Lord "now letteſs 
thou thy ſervant depart in peace; and 
the ground of th's requeſt lics 1n the 
words following — according to thy 
Word. His Prayer,it ſeems, was grounded ' 
apon a word from God. For as God had 
rold him, that he ſhonld not ſee death, be- 


fore be bad ſeen the Lord's Chriſt; (o he 


had promiſed him, that then he (ſhould 
dye, and fo his Prayer was grounded 
upon a Promile, 

2, And as tor P.cul, He deſired to 
deparc , ard to be with Chriit, which 
( faith he ) 4s far better, 1. e. tor me, 
Nevertheleſ;, to abide 1n the fleſh is more 
needful for you. And hawing this confi- 
dence, | know that [ ſhall abide and con- 
time with y18 all, for your furtherance and 


19 


(2T) 
- joy of Faith, Sothat 1. When hede. 
fired to dye, he looked upon the benefic 
thereof abſtracedly, _ abſolucely,bur 
not comparatively, 2, Whenhe took- 
ed upon it on compariſon with the be- 
nefics of life,, he was not ſo politive inthe 
deſire of death , but haying done greac 
lervice, and, that r00, a long time for 
Jeſus Chriſt ( for then he was Paul the 
aged, Philem, ver, 9. J and being then 
in priſon at Rome, he hung for a time in 
Kquilibrio, mid-way befween two, till 
at laſt the Scale rarns to a defire to live, 
further to ſerve Jeſus Chriſt, and nis 
Church and people, For chough Paul 
was then in priſon, yet he did very much 
good there, which had been loft, had 
he then gone to Heaven. For his boxds 
furthered the Goſpel. And they ſtrengrh- 
ned the Brethren , and Wrought upon 
ſeveral in Ceſars Palace. And there he 
converted Oneſimus ; and there he wrote 
his Epiſtles co the Galatians, ”—_ ns, 
Philippians , Coleſſtans , and the lecond 
Epiſtle t9 Timorby and that to Phyle- 
mou, In all which are many exce!- 
lent Phincs of divers kinds, which great- 
ly conduce co the Churches edification : 
And better a thouſand times that Pax/ 
had been kepr 20 years out of bony 
than 


Phil.1.12 
ver *13» 


+ v 


.( 22) | 
than that the Church ſhould hav*® 
wanted theſe Epiſtles. 

eſs. Bur is it not lawful then 10 any caſe, 

Que _ todefire rodye ? : 
Anſs. Yes; with ſubjeftion to God's will, | 
in caſe eſpecially there are appearances | 
that a Man's work is at an end. For a 
Child of God may live ſo long, that his 
faculcies may be impaired, his Rrength 
decayed, his ſpirits ſpent, and he may - 
be tall of pain coo, and fo ſhut up, that 
he can do little good, And as Fob 
Job3- 2, faith, A ſervant that hath wrought hard 
all the day, and is weary, earneſtly deſs- 
reth the ſhadow. And (o it is with a 
Child of God in this calc. The weary 
body naturally defireth the bed, And 
lomerimes God makes a clear diſcovery to 
: ſome of his ſervants, that their work is 
2 11.4.6, ar an end, Thus it was with Paul,] am rea- 
K dy to be offered up, and the time of my de- 
partare is at band ; 1 have fought a good 
fight, [ bave fimſhed my courſe, I bave 
kept the Faith, And it 1s with graci- 
ous Souls, as with the Fruit of the Tree, 
which when it is ripe, drops naturall 
from it, There 1s a Spiritual ſting, 
inclining the Soul of a Behever Heaven. 
ward, when the Fruit is ripe : So that 
they come to their graves, as a ripe Shock 


of 


_ 
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of Corn cometh in its ſeaſon. And a 
deſire to dye in ſuch a caſe 1s till the ber- 

| ter, when it proceedeth from a longing 
ro be freed from fin, and a dehice to be 
with Chriſt, Pb,l, 1.23. 


Application. 

If there are opportunities of ſerwice to be 
performed to God in thus life, which are 
xot to be enjoyed after death ; and, that 
the Saints may do that for God tn thes 
world , which they cannot do in Heaven; 
we are then 


1. Informed, 


Tha: Heaven 1s the place of the Saints x, 
reward, and not of their work. When 
they dye, they ceaſe from their [abourt, Rev 14. 
and their works do follow them. They +3: 
do not follow the Saints, as if the 
Saints were there to follow their work, 
bur they follow them to be rewarded , .- _. 

R B 45 

and crowned, For their courſe # now , q 
frniſhed ,, their race 5 run, and henceforth 
1 laid up for them a Crown of Rigb:conſ= 
eſs, Heaven thereiore 1s not their work- 
ing-place, bur their reſting-place; 
they reſt from their labours; there 1s 
much to be received there, but nothing 
to be done there , but co live in the 


bigh 


2. 


Job 14.14. 


Ver- laſt. 


ax - 


| (24) 
high praiſes of God an41 the Lamb to 
Erermity. 

It our opportunities dye together with 
us, then we are turcher 1ntorimed, That 
( as there 1520 working in Heaven, fo ) 
there 15 n0 1eturniyg atter death to work 
again in this world. Tf a Man dye, ſhall 
be live again ? No, ſaith Hezekiab ( ver. 
11.) 1 ſaid in the cutting off of my days, 
I ſhall go to the Gates of the Grave ;, 1 
ſhall nor ſee the Lord , even the Lord in 
the Land of the living, I ſhall behold 
Man no more with the tnhabf ants of the 
world. That 1s, I ſhall no more ap- 
pear before the Lord in his Sanctuary, 
to pertorm any more ſervice there to 
hum. 

As if he ſhould ſay, I ſhall ſee theLord 
in Heaven, but I ſhall ſee him & ſerve 
no more in the Land of tne living,which 
I deſire to do, For when 1[aizab brought 
h:m che welcome tidings of his recovery, 
one of ft {t chings that he ſaith ro him 15, 
what 13 the (gn that I fhall go up to the 
Houſe of the Lord ? For a King to go 
ro the Houſe ot che Lord , and to- lead 
the way to the Worſhip of God, was a 
very glorious ſervice, He looked upon 
It aS 4 very great mcrcy , to {ee and ſerve 
the Lord 1n the Land of the living 5 but 
he 


4. 
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ek any "Th 
he thought he ſhould ſee him ſo no more, 
nor behold Man any more with the in. *' 
habirants of the world; and therefore 
he ſhould return no more. 

Men have buc oe Soul, and bur one op. 
portunity to aCt for the "ccernal ſalvation 
of it ; when they are dead, ' rhe Eye that Job 7.8,9, 
hath ſeen them , ſhall ſee them no more , 19- 

. and be that goeth down to the Grave, heb 
Comme up no more, 
And theretore it was not Samuel riſen c you my 
from the dead, but the Devil chat ap- © 
peared and ſpake to Saw m the houle of 
the Wicch at Endor. For the appear. 
ance aſcended out of the Earth 1n the 
houſe of the Woman, which was 1n the 
Tiybe of [ſachar, whereas Samuel was 1 SaM.25s 
buricd at his houſe ar Ramab , which *: 
was in the Tribe of Benjamin. Belides, 
he was buried in tus Grave. clthes, 
wheteas . he 1s deſcribed rifing in his 
Mancle, And he was ( 5 all the 
Salnts are atcer death ) at reſt 5 whereas 
he char 1s there calicd Samuel fauth to, guy 
Saul, Whersfore haſt thou diſquieted me 15. 
to bring me up? Aud 1t 1$.not in the 
power of all the Devils in Hell co dif- 
quier the' Saints aftcr d:ath, Other . 
Reaſons I might urge, bur theſe may 3 


lufhce, 
The 
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"E267 ©: 
_  "Thedeadreturn not again; as David , 
4 Sam. 12% ſaid of his Child, when dead, 7 (hall go. 
23. to bim, but be ſhall not return to me. Op» 
portunity 1s a parc of time, and hath. 
nothing to do in Eternity, Neither 1s 
there any regreſs or returning, bur by 
miracle trom che Land of torgerful» | 
nels. 


2. Infirufltd in matter of 
Reproof, 


To ſuch as live long, and do but little ;; 
whereas we may reckon our lives by the 
good that we do in this world. For as 
tor loſt time, it cannot come into the ac- 
count of our hives; and it 1s a pititul 
thing to be old only in time : And all 
the good of many ſtricken in. years wall | 
lie within a very little compals; and to be 
an ancient Man or Woman of two or 
three years old, ſounds like a Contra- 
diction. PT 
Pſal.g9.12 So teach w ( {aich Moſes ) to number 

1 


our dayer, that we may appiy our. bearts 
to wiſdow. And ſurely this is one lpe- 
cial way of numbring our days; £0 
know how long we have lived in fſer- 
ving our Generation, and what time we 
have ſpent that way: and he -never 
applyed his Heart to Wiſdom, who 
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No learmed ſo to -number, his 
| Yes. 


There are but two lives. that can be 
| Tived in; this world, wiz, a Nacural, and 


a Spiritual; and all live the firſt, but 
ſew the ſecond : whereas it is our wil- 
dom to hve ſpiritually ; and fo to live, 
is to live, Firſt , for the Generati- 
ons that ſucceed us,fo as Hezchiab here 
defired to live. Secondly, To live for 
Ecernity, To live only a natural lite ; 


' 1s for Bruteg, and not for Men, 


And therefore you that are entred in- 
to years, and have done bur little, are 
juſtly reprehended,as having lived more 
like Fools than wiſe Men. 

Secondly, What ſhall we fay to 


ſuch as have hved co no purpoſe ac all? 


All chat they have done, hath been to 
eat and drink, and make a number. 
And there are mulcicudes of theſe, who 
have profaned cheir lives, in not an- 
{ſwering the end of them. They are meer 
Earth-cumberers,and ſuch who have li» 
ved ouly to themſelves. | 

Thirdly, Burt ( which is worſe ) ſome 
haye bved to wicked purpoſts, having 
ſpentatheir days in fin, and been offcn. 
4 econ God and Men, who as laſt 
WI 
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come to dye like: Feboram , wichout + ws uw 
5.4, ye | 
ng. 
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(28) _ 
> Chr.zg. being defired, © And fach another was 
lai, Hexckiab's Father , even thar King A- 

haz, who when- he died , was baried 
like Feboram, and not brought into the 
Sepulchres of the Kings of 1ſrael, And 
ſuch another was thar perſecutor .Fehoid- 
kim, for whom they lamented not, fay- 
Jer.22-15, jo, Ah Lord, or ab bu glory. Oh! 
_ theſe are to be exploded out of the Land 
Job 27.1aft bf che living; For Mex ſhall clap their 
bands at them, and hiſs them out of the 
world ; he never did good work while 
he lived, and he ſhall have never a 
e00d word when he dieth, So much for 
Reprehenſton, | 
* This Point inſtruct; us in matter of ! 
Humiliation. What hath been ſaid, | 
ſhould humble even the very beſt of 1 
God's people, 1n that they haye done no 
more ſervice for Jeſus Chriſt in their Ge= 
neration, You have(poflivly }done ſome- 
thing for him, but you might have doſe 
more : You' might have praiſed him F 
more, declared che Truth mors to your 
Chuldrenz you might have projected } 
and defigyed more for theglory of God, 
and the good of Poſterity.z you might 3 
have deviied hiberal things, > liredfmore , 
excmplarily, been more zealous of | 
works, more editying in your converſa- | 
b won 5; þ 
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tion $ you mighc have adyentured mdre 
for Chriſt ; and whereas you have gain. 
ed two Talents for him, you might have 
gained five. Truly ( for my part) I 
might have done more, and it bumbleth 
me that. T have done fo little, I re- 
membo it is ſaid of Door Uſher in the 

Narrative of his Lite and Dearh , thar 

* When he wasa dying, he was humbled 
for his omiffions. And indeed they are 
great-fins, and the judgment of Chriſt, 
a: his appearing , will paſs much upon 
good works Oh the one kde » and omiſ- Mat.25.z9 
ſions of chem on the other, - And there- ---cnd. 
fore we had necd to fic in jugdment up- 
on our {elyes tor our omifftons betore we 
dye. For it is nor enough to do good 
ſomerirmes, bur we thould be rich in good 
® works, and prepared unto. every good 7 Tim 6, 

work , always abounding m the work 18. ,- 
of the Lord, giving a portion ito! ſeven, * Jim's. 
and alſo ro eight, going about as Chriſt * x 7; yy 
did, doing good. And he that 1s chus 58. 


exerciſed , is fir to live, and fit to Ecc.11-1. 
dyt Ag@.10-38. 


Burt let us be humbled this day for our 
negleQs, - For have not our hearts lome- 
times checked - us, upon reviews of 
the loſs of our opportunities to do fuch 


or ſuch a good work ? Saich” a gracious 
aud 


(zo) 


«nd tender heatt, when he is come from 


ſuch a perſon , or ſuch a place, or ſuch a 
company, or occaſion z * Alas ! what 
« have L omitted ? I che have pur 4n 
&« ſuch a word for Jeſus Chrift, I-might 
« have reproved luch a fin , *Or gi- 
« yen ſuch or ſuch counſel, or ftopt 
« ſach a vain diſcourſe, or -wven fach 21 
& example , or moved for ſuch a good 
«Kywork, Oc. 

Alas ! who knows the errors of his 
life this way ? and therefore this con(i- 


| 
| 
deration calls for deep Humiliation, and | 


flf-judging at this time, 


3. Exhorted. 


We are h:re Exhorted, and the 
Pojne affords Exhorcation ſeveral ways. 

To do all the good you are able, du. 
ring your abode here below, + 
death will put an end co all your oppo 
tunitics. I God enable you to Marge A 
gocd word 5 his honour , and to the | 
edification of others, when you lye a dy- 
ing,you are neyer'like to doſo mach good | 
again to Ecernity. When you take 
your leaye of the world, you take = 


leave of doing good, And therefore 
you had need beltir your ſelves, while 
Jour | 


(31) | 
muy Bodies and Souls avide here toge- 
ther, 

What ſotver therefore thy baxd findeth Eccleſ.y, 
todo, do it with thy might ; for therg 15 © | 
wo work, y0r device, nor knowledge, wor 
wiſdom in the Grave whither thoy goeſt. 

And ſuppole you have done well hi- 
therto, like a good and fairhful fervant, 
be not yet weary of well doing , but 
up and be doing {till , and sn dwe time py : 
you (hall reap, rf you faint not, What a —_ 
deal of good had Hezekiab done, before 
he fell into this fickneſs? He deſtroyed 2 King.16. 
the Monuments of Idolatry, ſet up a no» 3 yay 
table Retormation , brought back the® _ kay 
Tribes of 1ſrael to the Lord God of their 31 Chap= 
Fathers, And yet you ſee here, he 1s ters. 
willing to live longer ro do more. -So : 
Peter had done much good 1n his time; , q, .x w_— 
you know he converced about three aas 34, 7 
thouſand Souls at the beginning of his v.44, | 
Maniſtry, he had a moſt happy hanlel, ' « 
Atts 2d. And yet he takes another 0+ 
portunity , and ſped well. And after 
this, he paſſeth chrough all quarters, and 
came at laſt ro Lydda,& Saron, and Fop- Ads gth. *' 
pe, & you know what good he did 1n the Atts toth, 
houſe of Cornelixs, 8c. Ac length he be- 

. comesold; & then he writes to the Saints; 2 Pet.1.13z 

For, faith he, 1 think is aweet, as long « lf 
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1 am in this Tabernacle, to ſtir you' np; 
by putting you in remembrance, kyowing 
that ftortly I muſt put off this my Taber- 
nacle, even 4s our Lord Feſus Chrift bath 
ſhewed me. Moreover , | will endenvonr 
that you may be able after wy deceaſe, to 
have theſe things always 1 remembrance. 

Firſts ſaith/he , I am aware of death 
approaching, 

Secondly, I will therefore do all the 
good I ain able, both with my . Tongue 
and Pen. 

Thirdly, I will endeavour that the 
good I do may live when I am deadzehat 

You may be able afier my deceaſe to bave 
theſe things always 1n remembrance. 

Even thus we ſhould endeavour to live 
in this world after our departure, Surs 
vive your Funerals, and cout-hve your 
deaths. For it is not enough that we 
ſhall then live in Heaven, but we ſhould 
endeavour to be doing of that good while 
we live, that may make us live on Earth; 


even when we are dead. : And in this. +: 


way the memory of the Juſt ſhall be 


mb blefled, and the Righteous had in ever- 


laſting remembrance. Ir is the Sams © 
happineſs to have Glory , and Honour, 
ard Immortalty in Heaven ; but it 3s 
wuch co the glory and honour of ">a 
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- for .che: Saints co be immortalized on 

Goth, and ro livg in their good Exam- 

ples, good Counſels , good Names, 'and E | 

Tn . Works, when their Souls are i | 
ning in Heayen, , Particularly, 

x, Dilate and diffuſe. the praiſes of 
God, and make his Name glorious to 
the utmcſt of yout power. And let 
this be often ſounding in your cars, The 
hrving,the living he ſhall praiſe thee.Speak | 
—_ and OY 4 44 praiſe. ES "_ 149: 
the high praiſes of God be in your monthes. pay 
GigſwrreDs and the Ducch Interpreters wp 
render it, Let the exaltations of God be « - 
in your throat , and it ſuits with the px. © 
Original, as alſo with the Tranſlation ,} 5 16 
of the 70. ous th _ * 

The Exaltatfons, s. e. the lifting up of ,,, run 
God in his Name, Atcribures, Precept, coupe. 1 
Promiſes, Threatnings, Providences, &c, 18. 
let them be in your throats, z. e. exalt Sept. 5 

Your voices inexalting chele praiſes, cry 

| with the thraat, and lift up your vOIecs 1c1,5g.1, + 

|. * like Trumpets. And this argues; that 

4 God's prailes comes from your' hearts, 

| _. when they are thus ſounded, as it were 
| from your chroats. And this work ex- 
alcech you, and that as high as the Hea- 

& vo, for it is. the very ſervice of Hea- 
| yea,, 9nly it is a greater ſervice, ſceing 
} Ma 3 the 
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. the Proclamation of God's praiſes ngoff 
| Earch, tends to the propagation of them, 
ſo as 1t 15 not in Heaven. | 


is good indeed, He is no Hypocrite3 
for be is a ſelf-denying man , and one 
that loves God far above himſeſt , one 
that hyes in God, and delights in him 
and giyes him the higheſt place in his 
hearr, - Do what you can therefore this 
way, and ic will redound to a fingular 
evidence of your fincerity. | 

2, Endeavour allo the Propagation 
of Chriſt's Kingdom; pray for it, and 
according to your capacity promove 
It 


You may remember what is written 
Ral.72.15 Pſal. 72.15 , where it is faid of Selowen 
in the Type, ard of Chriſt ip the Truth, 
He ſhall live, and to bim ſhall be groey 


made for bim, and daily ſhall be be prai- 
ſed. Why ? muſt we pray for Jeſus 
Chriſt 2 yes, by all means. ' Of all chat 
we pray for, we mult be ſure to pray tor 
Feſus Chriſt, but nor confidered perſo- 
pally, bur Myſtically. You know how 
the people, and che children prayed for 
Chriſt, when they cryed, ſaying, He- 
Mat. 21. g. ſqnns 10 the Son of David ; un 
| ” the 


And truly, he that is good at this, 


of the Gold of Sheba, Prayer alſo ſhall be \ 
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that cometh in the Name of the Lord ; 
in the bigbeſt. The words are» 
taken our of the 11th Pſal. ver. 25, 26, 
They cryed, ſaying," Hoſanna, that is, 
Save] beſeech thee. \t 18 as much as, 
od ſave the King, ſend now proſperity. 
t-15 meant eſpecially of Chriſt as King, 
Chriſt and his Kingdom, And we ne- 
yerſay, Thy Kingdom come , but thus 
we pray for Chriſt, who prayeth for us 
every day, orelſe we ſhould be in a ve- 
ry ſad caſe, 

And truly, if the Kingdom of Chtiſt 
be within us, we ſhall bevery ſollicitous i 
and ative for the Kingdom of Chriſt <4 
without us,whichKingdom of his this day 
i51n a very low condition, as tothe pro- 
feſled power and purity of the Goſpel. 
And,yert if we can do little or nothing 
elſe , yet we may pray. for the King. C. 
dom of Chriſt, Ler us therefore lay 64 
the ſtate thereof to heart this day. How 4 
often do the Saints under the Old Teſta. 
ment, pray for the Kingdom of our Lord _ 

elus under the New? ſay they , Ged -F£ 
J merciful tow, and Heſs ws -4 canſe "_ 4.63.1, 
his face to ſhine wpon 1; That thy way 
may be known upon Earth, thy ſaving 
health among all Nations, 8&c. 

Mark ye, That faogular bleſſing, 
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which God commanded- 4aron.and his 


+ Sons to pronounce. upon the people gf {ſ- 


rael, The Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee; 
ThesLord make his face to ſhine upon thee, 
and be gracions unto thee. ' The godly in 
David's time turned it into prayer far 
the enlarging of the! Kingdom , of our 
LordsJeſus under the Goſpel, accounty 
ing it a grcat bleſhng to themſclves, to 
have i: enlarged by the - acceſſion of the 
Gentiles 5 though (/yet) it was 
to be accompliſhed 1in the rejecti- 
on of the Fews; but it is ( as it we 
ſhould ſay) Let God do what he 
pleaſecth with a Nation, ſo that his 
Goſpel may be propagated, . and his 
Kingdom enlarged in the World, If 
God's way may be known upon Earth, 
and his ſaving healch among all other 
Nations , We ſhould account that the 
Lord is m (| ro us, aud'blefieth us, 
and cauſeth Hug tace ro ſhine apor us; 
We ſhould love the 
Chriſt above all the Kingdoms 1n the 
World, and That zt ſhall came to paſs in 
the laſt dayes, that the Manutain of the 
Lords houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed upon the . 
rop of the Mountains, and exalted above 
the Hills, and that all Nations: (bal. flav 
w#nto u, "You hnow whats great (be«- 

_ . vanes 


Kingdom, of @# 
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| wig the Corimbians.,, For thus .d1d 11.1. 
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had for bus Brethrey joy Mk *-l kb 4 > oy *Þ 
men according fo the Peſt; and" yer e 4 
wag" ifigh, b4 Office, in that he was the 
eApoſtlc of the Gentiles, That 1s, ths Rom. 11] 
accouned 1c to be a glorious Office to. be 3+ 4 
a Pre:cher co the Gentiles, So thar, Lec ..»..-1 - © 
the Kingdom at che Lord. Jeſus come, | 
whaclopever become of any Kingdom, or 
of all che Kingdoms under Heaven, 

Thirdly,- Live exemplarily, that yqus Y 
patexns may ſurvive you, and live when 7 
you are dead. Thus Pas! lived, Ber phy,z. oo \*J 
tbren, laith he, be followers togetber of 4 
we, and mark, them which walk ſo, as 
Je have uu for an exſample. And he de- 
nied hitnſelt, ro make himleli an ex. 
ample to others. You know, ſaith he, 
bom ye onght to follow ws ( v1, 1n order. x «i 
ly walking in your particular Callings)) « TheC3.95 ® 
for we behayed not our ſelves diſorderly 59: | 
among you, "neither did we eat any mars 
bread for nought, but! wrought with la- 
bour and travel might and day, that 'we | 
might not be chargeable. 10 any of--yo- 4 
Ny: becauſe we haye no: power ( that. as, % 
1ight to be maintauned at your charge.) . : 
but to maks our [elves an enſample. unto | Cor. / 
yon, to follow w. And chus allo be did ._:G. 5 


Lt 


P 


W.4Y 
f 


_ 


# &? [4 
« 


Chriſt - 


+ Cor.Þ.g. 


©; i 
*4 483» 34,35» 


x Sam. 12» 
233+ 


Wy - (38) 


: 
= 


Chriſt deny himſelf to give us an ex: 
ample, Fob, 13.14, 5, If I then your 
Lord and Maſter bave waſhed your feet, 
38 ought alſo to waſh one anotheri feet. For 
1 have given you an example, that ye 
do as I bave done to you. Confie 

der alſo, 2 Cor. 8.9. Foy ye know the 
Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
though be was rich, yt for your ſakes be 
became poor, that ye through his poverty 
ablobs. be rich. And when Paul took 
his leave of the, Elders of Epbeſws , who 
were never like co ſee his face more, he 
leaves his exginple with chem; I bave, 
( faith he) coveted no mans  Silvty , or 
Gold, or Apparel; Yea, you your ſelves 
knw, that theſe hands bqve miniſired 
unto my neceſſities, and to them that were 
with me ; I bave ſhewed you all things, 
how that ſo labowring , ye ought to ſup- 
the weak, — The like d1d Samnel. 
Thus alſo David lefc his example behind 
him, for God ſer himup for a parern to 
all ſucceeding Kings in Iſrael! , whoſe 
Lite-and Reign God therefore meaſureth 
by their care to follow him, as you may 
read frequently in the Books of the Kings 
andChbronicles,For of ſuch & ſuch Kings 1t 
ſaid, They walked in the ways of Da- 
pid; and of others , that they did = 


"10 


ſo walk. Examples are very prevalent 
1” utramgque partes, either one way or 
rocher, cither for good or evil, 
. And therefore ſo walk according to 
God, char others may follow you , ſee- 
ing your example will live whileſt you 
live, yea, and when you are dead coo. 
For ic will be ſaid , ſuch & one lived 
thus, - and walked rhus, and thns he be- 
haved himſelt in his family, ard thus in 
his fellowſhip with the Saints, and chus 
m his dealings with his neighbours, and 
with all men; and thus he carried it % 
under his tryals and oppoficions in an ws 
evil day, and this and- that was the 
Rule he walked by, For he was a wiſe 
Mau, or ſhe was a wiſe Woman, and 
very conſciencious, and tender-hearred, 
and fincere , and adtive, and ftirring, 
and zealous tor Jeſus Chriſt, and fearful 
ro give the leaſt offence, and ready to 
every gaod work , and pitiful to the 
poor Saints, his Heart, ind Purſe, and 
Houſe were open tor Jeſus Chriſt, And 
he was a juſt and peaccable Man, and 
one that could govern his Spirit, and 
Tongue, and that could keep down his 
| paſſions, and one that was a mortified 
perſon , dead to the world, and the 
things thereof, &&c. Now, what a bleſſed 
| 5:3 
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example "is this > and what a glorious 
report? What an tdifying patern, and 
for the glory of God, and our Lord Je- 
tus Chriſt ? Yea,this example will preach 
your funera! Sermon, ( you need no 
otherto do it) and it will keep you 
alive when yon ate dead; -#nd m- 
mortalize you upon Earth, mike+ you 
of blefied memory indeee, and ro be 
had wich che righteons 111 everlaſting te- 
tiembrance 5 when the names of others 
ſhall be written 10 the Erth, which will 
foon be obtrerated, and' quire blotred 
oftt; afd when it ſhall be {aid of them 
as of Hezckiab's Father, by way of re> 
— This is that King Abaz, And 
uch a good* example many have lefe 
behind them, and we are ever 2nd anon 
ſpeaking of ſuch as cheſe' are, whoſe 
names are. as 2 precious Oyntment, aud 
which were embalmed when they dyed, 
with the Graces, Vertucs , arid good 
Works of their Lives, chat {biH they fend 
forth a ſweet favour to ſurvivyme poſteri- 
ty, And chus was that good 'Womans 
name embalmed, who poured out a ve- 
ry precious Oyntment on the Head of 
Chriſt againſt his burial, Yeraly, faith 


Mat,26.13 Chriſt , whereſecver this Goſpel ſhall be 


preached in the whole world, there ſhall 
alſ 


XD 


| (4t) | 
alfs this; that this Woman hath done, be 
rold for a wemorial of ber. SO that this 
good Woman is {till alive in her memory, 
and ſhe hach thus lived theſe x 600 years 
and more, and ſhall never dye fo long as 


che.wvorld ſtandeth. And fuch anorher Ads. 36. 


was Tabitha. ' And the like I may ay 
of many more, whoſe names are record- 


ed in holy Wtir, who 'obtained a good 


report, and though they are-now dead, Heb.rx: 
yer {till they both ſpeak, and ate ſpo- 2:4- 


ken of, - 

Brethren, will ye think upon theſe 
things; And will ye now ſtudy & endea. 
your to live exemplarily, and ro live lives 
for poſterity, and (o to live converting 
lives, and convincing, and ceditying 
lives; yea; and to live the lives of fuch, 
as muſt be the world's Judges? And 
will it not» be greatly tothe glory of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ro your Erernal 
Conſolation, to hear of your lives and 
examples in that great day of Chriſt's 
appearance, when your cxamples ſhall 
have their reſurrection as well as your 
bodies, when Chriſt ſhall produce your 
paterns before all the wortd , and con« 
vince and judge the ungodly world by 
them ? As1f he ſhould ſay to thoſe on 
his leſt hand, who lived in your dayes," 

| | and 


Mart. s, I6, your light ſo ſhine before Men y that they 


may ſee your good works, and plorifit 
your Father which is in Heaven, clus 
Chriſt there ſpeaks of che light. of 

___ good 


_— 
and ſaw your examples ; * Loc, do-you 
© ſee cheſe Men and Women on my he 
© hand, who lived thus and thus tn your 
© fight, and gave you a bleſled example, 


$ which either you cenſured , or were * 


© unwilling to follow ; they lived and 
© eonverſed in direct oppolition to, you 5 
© chey lived ſo and ſo , when, you did 
* thus and thus : Tuerefore chey ſhall 
<2 your Judges. 

Methinks I cannot ſpeak. enough of. 
this SubjeRt, which1s of very great mo» 
ment, vie, the tran{miffion and recoms 
mendation of paterns to poſterity, as, 
onegrieved; that I can ſee no more of 
it, but rather ſuch a common and ordi- 
rary kind of walking, as hath little 
or ndthing of ſingularity 1n ir. 

Alas ! How few , that profeſs the 
fear of God this day , are writing of 
Copies for poſterity to walk by ?. And 
where is ſingularity of life to be ſeen? 
Yea,how many are there among the Pro- 
teſlors of the Goſpel,by whoſe failings we 
may learn more than by their Vertues ? 


and this I ſpcakto my grief; Oh, lee * 


.*y 
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good-works and good examples, which 
are viſible ro ftanders.by , and ſuch as 
do occaſion them to glorifie our Hea- 
venly Facher, aj, 

And know thus much allo, That 
Men live much by cxample, either on 
the one fide or other, And where good 
examples are given, God expecteth that 
others ſhould follow them, and that not 
only che examples of che uving , but of 
the * dead allo, For what ſaith the A. 


poltle > Remember thew - which bavg $4 «1 
ofren re- 


the rule over you, who bave ſpoken wun- 7, 
#0 you the Word of God, whoſe Faith fol. ed, Heb. 
low, tonfidering the end of therr conver. 13.1. 
ſation. The Apoſtle there {peaketh of Jam.5.xev 
fuch as had been their Guides, bur were © 3h 
now dead ; for the words in the Origi= ,, 

nal are not remember thew that bave the | 11. % 
yule over you, but, remember your Ru - wvoy 
lers, 3, e. Miniſters of the Goſpel, who 
arenow with the Lord, And he ex- 
horts rhe Hebrews not to forget their 
Faith, and holy lives, who had no other 
end in their converſations and good ex- 
amples ; bur God's Glory, and che Sal- 
Fation of them that beheld them, 

Buc I nwft pais from chis Particular, 
though ſomewhac loch to leave it , and 
ſhould mucin rejoyce, if what I have _ 
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6f it,,may take place in alt your hearts 
and lives, : 
-» Live exemolarily , that your paterns\.” 
may ourtlive you, and edihe others when 
you - afe dead. And this is a work 
Which cannot be done in Heaven,  Ando© 

take heed of ſcandals and vifible infirmis 
ties, which edifie beholders to raines + 
For there is a (intul miſchievous edyficari« 

x Cor.8. on,of which the Apoſtle ſpeakerh, x Cor 

T0. 8.10, For if any Man ſee thee , which 
baſt knowledge, fit at meat 1% the Idols 
Temple : Shall not the Conſcience of bim 
which u weak, be' emboldened to eat thoſs * , 
things which are offered to Idols? The 
- word rendred, Emboldened, is Edified in 

Original, You may o live im your-- 


Gino he 
panbnot- Examples, that you may edifice and teach 


= beholders to {mn 1n following them, as 


Feroborams the ſon of Nebat did , who 
made [ſracl to fin, And many that pro« 
teſs ro the Goſpel, do ſo hve and walks 
the Conkderation whereot 'is very fad 
and miſerable. O beware of giving ſuch 
exariples, tor chey wil:, diminiſh your 
glory in Heaven, 1f you ſhall be fo hap» + 
py, ar lealt, as to arrive there, , Burtb 
much (or this 3d Particular, 
Embrace and improve all opportuni- 
tie oi appearing and ſpcaking tor Chrift- 
Tr 
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another ſervice peculiar to the Bdints on © 

th, who. cannot ſpeak a word. for 
Chriſt in Heaven, ) And many ſuch 
ſcaſons are providentially adminiſtzed tg 
us, v4, ſometimes of reproving -fin , , ©. 0 
5 both in ſuch as fear God,aud ſuch as fear #2 
him nor, ; In the Scriptures you find the = 
Saints reproving one another ; Moſes re- : 
proveth Aaren, and Nathan David, and S_y = 
Hanan Aſa, & his fon Jebu Fehoſhaphat, : Sam. 12, 
and Paul Peter., and one private Bro« 1 Chron. 
” another. / Afhd how often alſo-do Oe 
the: Saints in Scripture reprove.the wick qe 
edand ungodly vt need yr give you - 
Inſtances fcr chat.. Its not enoughthet ppc, 
webave no fellowſhip with the nnfrunful 11. 
works of darkneſs, but we muſt alſo re- 
prove them. We muſt appear for Chriſt, 
his Truth, his Rul#&, and Glory ;z or 
whete is our love to him? Sometimes 
you ſhall hear curſing, and ſwearing in 
yaur-preſence, ſometimes reproaching, 
ſTandering, fi.chineſs, toohth ralking,and 
fuful jeſting ; ſometimes you ſhall ſee 
Coverouſneſs, Pride, Paſſion, Anger, 
and uncomely Language, and ſomerJmes 
inordinate aftections, aud ſomrtimes grols . 
omi{fions of duty either to God cr May, 
Here now are opporiunities otdoing a {ex - 
'- vice for Chriſt, and of appearing and 

Ll, D 2 witnele 
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wirrieſiigFor Him, o a3 you cannot:d 3 
heteafrerimglory, Infuch cafes there- 
fore confider your duty, and what the 
Lord requireth'of you', 'who will cake 

. tt very1}l, if you' have never a Tongue | 
for im, | | And do not fay, 'L am lothy 
or Tam afraid to ſpeak , and. ic will; be 
ill caken;or:L ſhall do no good by teftify- 
ing,or I ſhall be acconnted'a balie-bodyz 
buc arten@ your duty, and Teave the'$+ 

vet to God 3 only beg Wiſdom, which 
is profitable: ro-direRt”: And however a 
Reproof rake, or. ſpeed;. yer you have 
done a barter ſervice for Chriſt, than ai 
Saint in| Heaven can do. T know, 1 
deed, thar ſuch reftimonies for Chriſt 
are ſe}Jdom well caken, bur that arifeth 
fromthe pride of Man, ahd © however, 
that muſt not hinder your duty, for. I 
am ſure, that the with-holding* fuch 
teſtimonies, when you are called co give 
them, is very ill caken by Chriſt; and if 
he take them well , ler prod ſpirit 
take rhem as ill as they pleaſe. 
 ThelikeI may fay as to the oppoſing 
of Error and Herefies, according to your 
capaciues , and of informing ket in- 
ftructing the ignorant, when a ſeaſon is 
offered, and of warning the unruly,8c, + 
And you know not, but you my do 

, | $ ©». "much 


. _ 


4 

Wes - { 47): Sha 

much good in. luck. cales, and; wal 
3 


rork may-live when you, are... dead 
| however your reward is wich the, Lord, 
for whom you have perfouned. this (cr- 


'*.\ There are other good . and gracious F, 
Offices to be diſcharged , which | ceaſe on 
when youare dead, I did briefly men» - . 
tion ſome of them in the DoGtrival part, 
Ler me now exhort you to attend them 
alſo ; As to pray one for another, which 
Duty ends with oar Lives. | For ( as I 
have faid) God will have but-one Inter- 
terceſſor in Heaven, buc here he requi- 
" reth many. Heze we may, yea muſt 
be trading one with another, 4:i2-Pray, 
ers for Prayers, Miniſters with þ aa, 
-and people wich their Miryſters, and one 
Saint with another : Not but that we 
_mulſt pray for others allo, 
-- Oh! what a trade did- Paw! drive. 
this. way ? I have ſometimes thoughs, 
what a Catalogue of Churches apd Sainys 
he had to commend to God.18 his daily 
prayers, - How many Churches did he 
| uſually pray-for ? ſaith he to the Chprch 
at Rowe, God is my witneſs, that with- Rom.1.g. 
out evaſing 1 make mention of | you always 
in my prayers, The like far the Church 
at Epheſus, faith mo L caſe not 0 gay Epi.1.16, 
- 3 - 


thanks 


| 6.5 
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I Tim. 2.1» . $ 
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as. 


Col.1. 


d I x Thel\.x . 
+. 2233» 


2 Tim.1-3- 


Philem.y.z 


3- 
- Phil. 1.34; 


" prayers, Poryas Laid, he droye q holy 


-, © (48). 
give thanks for you » making mention of 
you 1n pe * So for the Church. at 
Philipps, {aith he, [remember you always 
in every preyer of mine for you all, making | 
requeſt with joy. And thus too, he ſaith, | 
he prayed for the Church 'at Coloſſus. / 
The very fame for the Church at Thefſa- 
lonica, We give thanks to Gold always for 
9, all , mating mention of yow in our 
prayers, remembring without ceaſing, 
your work of Faith, labour of Love , aud 
patiences? Hope in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt-- 
And doubtleſs, had he written Epifiles 
to all other Churches , we ſhould have 
heard of his prayers for them, Neiuther 
did he pray only for Churches, but allo 
for ſeveral Saints in particular ; For It 
ſaith, that he prayed for Timothy night 
and day; that is, Morning and Even- 
ing, the whole put for the parc. And 
as for Philemon, he ſaith, That be made 
mention of him always in bis praers. 
What 'a Catalogue then had Pal of 
Churches and Saints to recommend to | 
God in his daily prayers ? For it is ve- 
ry likely, that he prayed for many 
more, than we find in his Epiſtles, 

And as he prayed for. the Churches, * 
& he defireth to be remembred in theig #$ 


L + An wt 
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. trade this way, He begs the prayers. of - 
*the Church art Rome, 1n the very La 

"guage of a Begger for an, Alms. Now [*- ty, 


beſeech you, Brethre1,for the Lord PT 
Chriſt” ſake, and for the love of the Spirit, 
that ye firive together with me, in your 


"prayers to God for me, that I may be de- 


hovered. —S0 of che Church ac Epbeſuw,Epheſ.s: 


and of the Ph;/ippians,and of the Coleſſi-592! - n 


@ns7, and of the Theſſalonians, and oi; 


© *the Hebrews;(for the greateſt Apultlc had fhet. 5. 


need of the prayers of the meaneſt  Chri-25. 
ſtian } only he begs no prayers of chet>-13-98+ 
Church ar Corinth, in his firlt Epiſtle 
to them, as looking'upon them under 
many and great offences, for which he 


© there reproves them : Nor of the Chur- 


ches of Galatia, whom he look't upon 
as greatly backſliden from the Faith ; 


And: he would not trade wich broken 
- *men, But here you ſce, I have given 


you a notable pole tor your imirati= 
on in this Poink. Pray theretore for one 
another, and trade together as you ſhall 
ſee occalion, Yea, you mult. pray 
ſometimes for ſuch as neycx celircd it. 
$0 likewiſe, if you do hear of the affli« 
Red condition of ſuch and ſuch of the 
Saints, ſuppoſe in great poverty , or .an 
priſon vpoa the account ot, Chriſt, ang 
-S D.4 go 


$i . RI 
good Conſcience, or 1m ſome great” di- 
ſtreſs otherwiſe, 'or under fickneſs, and* 
in danger of ' death, Jook upon your 
ſelves as obliged to pur up one Prayer for 

Heb. 13.3. them, You | know what the Apoſtle 

| ſaith, Remember them that are 1 bouts, 
» as bound with them, and them which ſuf- 
q fer adverſity, as being your ſelves alſs in 

} | the body. Remember them; How? To 
» ſympathize wich chem, to pray + for 
them, and ( to your 'power) to help 
and relieve them, 

And think it not enough, that you pray 
for Saints, bnt perform the like ſervice 
for ſinners alſoz for your prayers may 
contribute much to their converſion, as 
Chrift's prayer, Luke 23. 34. did' to 
the converſion of many that were his. e. 
nemics, Af; 2. and Stepbens prayer 
( probably ) was heard in the converſi- 
A on of Paul, | 

And be ſure to pray fog Children, and 
Childrens Children, that they may liye 
in the ſight of God, and bear up his 
Name in their geacrarions, 

' Neither reſt in particular perſons, 
but pray alſo for the Churches oi Chniſt - 
this day, in whom he is ſo much con- 
gerned , as exerciſing his ſpecial Govern« 
Ment 4n and over them. Pray therefore 
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holineſs, avid that they may be. edified, 
- walkrng in rh fear of the Lyrd, and com- * © 


444. = 


* d2 


and Ads g.z1: 
22.6 


forr of the Holy Ghoit be tek And 
this is to pray for the | aim. 
And Br 6 you hear of a Charch deretr 
of its Paſtor, pray co the chiet Shepherd, 
-coſap;ly the empty room with a meer Numb.z7, + 
ſuccefloar : As Moſes faid in anocher 16, 17. 
caſe, Ler ths Lord, the God' of the Spi=  - © 
rits of all fleſh, ſet a man over the Con- I 
gregation, which my go ont before ſhew, 
and which may go in before them, and. 
which may lead th:m out, and which may 
bring them in, that the Congregation of 
the Lord be not as ſheep which bave no 
Sbephend, \f'Þ 

Oh firs! There is a great ſervice to be 
done for Chriſt by prayers, during 
the opportunity of our interceſſion, 
which diech cogerher with us, Whar 
great things -have been, and till are 
done by pra\crs ? By theſe was the & 
Church delivered out of Babylon, and j., x57 
Peter out of Priſon, By thele was Zi. 13. x 
on bailt, By theſe 15 the Goſpel up+ Adi2.gop 
held, che enemies cherevt __e , and Pral. 02-08 
hberty obtained, 8c. And when God pg1/., 
aill do great and wonderful things , he | 


will gather his praying Saints cogerher, 


a. 4% $ - oi 
Ne 


L and pour out a. mighty Spirit of prayef 


_ bly + (comfort the feeble minded, 
and ſupport the weak, Speak 4 word un 

x Thel.s. due ſeaſon tothe weary. For lomerimes 
os you ſhall meet with ſuch as want ir, and 
who walk in darkneſs and ſte no light, 

3B and' are ready to complain like Hemen, 
1* Plal. 88, at large, In ſuch caſes, 
Ta.35-3,4 Strengthen the weak, bands "and confirms 
-the feeble knees, and ſay to them that are 

of a fearful beart, be firong, fear not. And 

Job 4:3, 4- this (ut ſeems) was Fobs practice. He 
; ſtrengthened the weak, and bus words up- 
© Prov,12. 4 beld bis that was falling, And if they 
=—25- were in affliction, the moving of bs lips 
#ſ[waged their grief-For, beavineſs w the 

 Tfa.go 4. | beart of man maketh it ſloop, but 4 good 
| word maketh it glad. And this ſavour- 
eh ſweetly of the Spirit of Chriſt , who 
Mat.12.12 onld wot break, the bruiſed Reed, nor 
quench the ſmoaking Flax. The words 

are diminutive, jor the meaning 1s, be 

would ſtrengthen the bruiſed Reed, and 

blow up the ſmoaking Flax, For he 

carries his Lambs in his boſom, that 

is, hetenders chem , and laies them near 


his heart. 
"4 As whencthe Church was in afflition, 
fd Bang 2.9.9 and ſick of love, be ger ber with fi 
3 3 . | i 


gous 


a 
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gout, «nd. comforts ber wth Apples 3 bis 
left band'ts under ber bedd, and" bis 
11ght band embracerf' ber,” Not his 
righr hand under her head, and his lefr' | 
hand <mbr aecech her ; for thac is not nexr/ __ 
the hearc of Chritt. He is our High — s f 
Prieſt, who is towched with the feeling | 
of our infirnities, & bath compoſſion on'us 
1m juſt proportion, He ſpeaks to the 
heart of the trembling Hemorybo;ſs, when 
« ſhe fell down at his feer, and faith un» | 
to her, Dangbtey be of gopd comfort, thy Luke.740, 
| Faith bath made thee whole, go in peace, ; 
And he takes parc wich chat brokenheatt- Luke 7.46") £ 
ed finner thatſate behind him at his ſec, | 
weeping , and waſhing ,+and wiping, 
and kiſhog them, and rebukes cenlort. 
OUS S1mon , and f(aich' to her, Thy ; 
are forgiven, thy Faith bath ſaved ” ; 
0 in peace, Oh the lweet Spirit | 
hriſt ! Let the ſame wind then be 23#Phil. 2.5, 41 
you which,vas 1 in bim. And comfort themps Cor. by 
" That are in trouble, with the comforts 
' _wherewith you your ſelves have been comv+ 
forted of God; And be kindly afiltonad Roma} 7 s 
one toward Welit wr- T” bratherly love, And $7 
when''the caſe requires it @ ſhew your 
ſelf a ſon of Conſolation, 
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Mer25-39 fuck good works a5 theſe;for he beheld hew 


— 
:Okats In Heaven ( you know) 


ave no necailities,- whereas here are ma. 
ay, which will give occaſion therefore to 


{uch ſervice as Heaven hath no necd 


of,- For here are poor Saints, and rhe 
poor” are always with us, who fomG- 
times want Food, {ometimes Clothing, 
lomerimes Lodging, lometimes Maney, 
&c, :You then thac are able- myſt fol: 


1 Job'31.16, low Fob's example; ſaith he, / bave not 
=Y 


withebeld the poor from their deſire , nor 
canſed the —_ the Widow to fail , nor 


rates wy morſel alone, but the Fatber- 


leſs bath eaten of 4 wt alſo, Neither bave 
4 ſeen any to periſh for want of clothing, 
or any poor without covering, but bu 
loynes bave bleſſed me, and be was warm 
ed with the ws of my ſheep. The firany 


ger did nat lodge in the ftlreet, but I open» 
75 my door to the Traveller, &:c, andthe 


eyes of our Lord Jeſus are much upon 


the people cat rheir monty into theTreaſne 
yy, Heaven affordeth no ſuch objects 
of your Love and Compaſſion. 

| There are indecd many Beggers at 
Heavens Gates , but neyer a 'Begger 
within Heavens Goors; And there are 
many Widows and Fatherlef Childrea 
ure, but never 3 Widow nor Orphan 


Breth W27 . 
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your Farber 1n Heaven is merciful. And 
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Arghren,, Be ye. oben: mereifuly-o 


m—_ 


bleſſed are the merciful ,: for they ſbullrob+ 
tan merey, Ard it is that which will Dana 
lengthen out your lives. Mercy, even 
to the bruic- creatures, ſhall prolong yaur 4 
dayes, auch more then to Men, eſpects : 
ally ro to the bouſhold of Faub. Lazermi re _ 
ſhall riſe, and Have « new Ieaſeof his life ** 3} 
to ehcertain Chriſt again, And fo ſhall As. 
Tabiths to make Coars and Garments 
for Widows again. Life 1s well be&+ 
towed upon merciful ones.. - And lite x 
is the time of aCting this Grace, for hows » 
els are ſhut up in Heaven, and no- picy * . 
ſhall be ſhewed to the -neareſt peri 
relations in the day of Chriſt. A 
Here you may entercain Jelus Chrift in 
bis Members, and Miniſters. Here you 
may be fellow- -helpers to the Truch and p 
Goſpel. And what {ays Fobs' of that? we 3 Joby, 8. : 
ought therefore to. recerve ſuch, that we | 
em.pbr be fellow-belpers tothe Traeb. : 
And, laith che Apoſtle, Be not forgetful Heb.1 j 2” 
10 entertain ſtrangers, for therthy ſore - 
bave entertained Angels wnawares, "We 
cannot encertain Angels in Heaven,-(for 
they have thelF places chere as well as we, 
and there we are rather —_— 


them, Zech. 3, 7, ) out here _ 
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b;- And ohm fr 6c enter 
: train them as they did , yer, ( if we - 
Mar. 24-49 could ) whar is that to the enterrain« 


ment of Chriſt himſel/? And'if we en- 
terrain his Mcmbe:s at our houſes ; or 


do any Office of Love for them , we do- 


itanto Jeſus Chriſt; 

Eighchly, Ler us Be willing alſo ( if 
need be ) to {ufler tor Chriſt, which is 
a ſerviec peculiar co this life. Burl lays 
if need be , becauſe we are nox to calt our 

Ives upon. ſuftcring , uncalled- We 
muſt te up, but 'nort make a Croſs, 
Burt when the providence of God, and 
his Word callech us to witneſs for Chriſt 
to the lols of eught thar 1s neareſt and 
deareſt co us, let us remember, thar this 
3s one of the ſervices, which rerminech 
with our lives, and cannot be performed 
mglory. Ir hath indeed been our 'pors 
tion - hitherro| ro eſcape thoſe ſufferings 


which many of our brethren have-unders. 
gone. But have we been ſufferers m-af- ++ 


ſection ? Have we been prepared tor the 
Croſs + Or, © have' we not been among 


the teartul ? And have we ſympathuzed - 


with our Brethren in their ſufferings? 
and bave we accounted them happy thar 


have cadur:d, yca, and their fuff:ringg 
honourable 


f#. 
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hononrable for - the ſake ;"and+-in-dhs © 
Q__ of ſuch a-Lord ,and Maſter ? 4 

onfider whac 1 fay : For 4c is a very = 
honourable thing to ſufter for Chriſt, hus 6 
Goffel, and Kingdom, For the Spirit 4 Pet.4-14k 
God,” and of glory reſleth upon all ſuch; 1 


And what are all the ſufferings of this Rom.8.18; 4 


preſent time, un compariſon with the glo- 
ry which (hall be revealed in ns? Burt 
though we have eſcaped what others 
have undergone, yet we know ' not 
| what may be our portion, as to ſuffer- 
ing before we dye. Perhaps there 1s the | 
more behind. God hath appointed the Rev.6.17, 
) number of chem that ſhall ſuffer for 
%  Chriſ, And who knows what God 
| hath appointed for him this way ? Bur 
what ever it be, Heaven will put an end 
ww © it; where are no ſuftcrings but 
' Crowns, even incorruptible Crowns of 
| glory, You know what 1s ſaid of them 
that came out of great tribulation , they | 
were, clothed with white Robes, and bad 7-9 
palms in their hands. 
Nitthly, Exerciſe choſe fruits of the g, 
Spirit, which are proper to this life. 
You have heard ot ſeveral, as Faith, 
Hope, Patience , love to Enemies, and 
to -Men our of Chriſt, Sympathy, 
common gifts tor Edificatidn > Commu» 4 
nication,» 


A 
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(58) 
nication of Knowledge, which is tnedi- 
ace in this life. 

All chele are the gifts of che Spirit on 
this fide Heaven, 1n che exerciſe where- 
of God is much-glorihed, and offiers 
edified , whuch 1s that which ſhould 
be the ſcope and aime of us all. 

Teachly , and laltly , There is one 
thing more, which we are exhorced to 
do in this world, which cannot be.done 
after death, and it is a very great ſer- 
vice, and highly incumbent on us, and I 
was willing to reſerve it to the laſt place, 
that it might the rather abide by us z and 
tis this, Endeavour to tranſmit pure 
Religion and undctiled ro poſtericy, by 
commending it to your Children, The 
Fathers to the Children ſhall wake known +» 
thy truth. And we may run rough 
Fatherhood ar large. -But 

Ler me ſpzak of Domeſtical Fathers, 
that is, Fathers of Families, This s 8 
great mater, and is the, ſpecial work of 
the godly In their generations, How 
elle thall that be made £20d , which is 
written; Hu Name ( that 1s, Chrift's") 
ſhall endure for ever hs Name (hall be con- 
rinued as Imp as the Sun, Some render ut, 
Hu Nam hall be' continued 4s 4 {an C(00t- 


tinneth bis Father's name, tor the On- 


ginal 
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| topals, and what are thoſe means? one 


"hs 4. 


pindl inven, or Fanin cometh of N7u, p 
fon. * As if one ſhould fay , Filiabitar 
nomen ejus, Or ſoboleſcet nomen ejus , as 
Tremellius renders itz; That is, Chriſt 
ſhall noconly himſelf live for ever in his 
perſon, but his Name alſo ſhall 

endure for ever, aid be derived to his . ' 
Children, who therefore {Rall protong hi# 114.53. 10s 
days, ( as Children mere out cheir Fa- 

thers moreality ) in bearing his name, , 
being called Chriſtiazs, and the ſons of Atts 11.26 * ** 
God, and che Children of Chriſt. And He>-2-13- 
this ſhall be ( faith the Pſalmiſt ) before 

the Sun, that 15, as long as the Sun en- 

dureth. | 

Now God will uſe means to bring this 


ſpecial one 1s this, The Patber to the 
Children fball make known thy Truth. For 
how fþould the Name of Chrift be 
childed from generation ts generation,(as 
ſome render it ) if care be not taken by 
Parents to Child Chriſt's Name down- 
wards to their Off-ſpring; that his Name 
may+e pur upon their Children, by be. 
ing not only Chriſtians by Bapriſm, 
bur by Regeneration. And this is one 
of the great works and ends of our lives; 
for Hezthiab here meantioncth , Firſt, 
Praifing of God, and Secondly, Making 
E 


known 


P - 
c 


- 


which was a great Statute in 1ſrael, and 


Pſalmiſt, / will open my mouth 3n a Pa- 
rable, 1 will utter dark ſayings of old, 


obligeth us no lels then chem : ſaith the 


[ 


known the Truth ro our Children ; 


| 


which we bave heard and known, and our © 


Fathers bave told ws : We will not bide 
them from their Children, ſhewing to the 
generations .to come, the praiſes of the 


Lord, and bi ſtrength, and bis wonder- 


ful works that be bath dove. Here 
x1. Arc ſuch as are worthy of the name 


of Fathers, viz. Who tranſmit to poſte.. | 


rity the Truths of God contained in rhe 
Scripture , ſo as theſe here did , as ap- 
pears in the {equel of the Plalm. And 

2. Here is the only infallible fort of 
Tradition, wuz, that which delivereth 


ro poſteriry, what God firſt delivered | 


ro the Prophets, Apoſtles, and holy men 
of God, and is now contained an the 
Scriptures. 

3. From thele words we are taught, 
that the godly in every age ought to have 
the ſame care to tranimic the Word of 
Truth to cheir poſterity, as their Ance- 
ſtors had to transfer it unto them ;z and 
ſo ro pay the debr which they owe ta 
their godly Anceſtors, unto thtur ſuc- 
cecding Children ; for our Children are 


i 


} | 


here- | 


Ye nn TCR rn ooo 
- bere called their Children, ve/, 4th* 
And if you deſcended not from fuch Pa” 
rents immediately, ver ( peradventure ) 
mediately you did. However, this here 
is your duty, qut of love to God, to 
Truth, and your Pofterity, Mark ; 
cherefore”what followerh | in the ſame Ver,,6 
Pſalm, _ For God eſtabliſhed « Teſtimony | 

zn Facob," and appointed a Law is Iſrael, 

| which be commanded our Fathers , that 

> |. they ſhould maks them known to their Chil- 

. | dren, that the generation to come might 

' know them, even the Children which 

ſhould be born , who ſhould ariſe and de- 

' clare thew unto their Children, You ſee 

| thistranſmitting of the Truth and truc 
| | Religion to Poſterity, is God's love. and 
| | 
| 


| TY Ben ww. 
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Teſtimony, becauſe it teſtifiech and wit- 
neſſeth tor God, and againſt us, if we 
| breakit, And this Law and Teſtimony A 
we have ſeveral times in Moſes. So that fxod.s £1.18 
the Law and Teſtimony 1s, to tranſmit FP Se” "3 
- } the Truth toPofterity. For God -did 13.14. 

' | notdeliver the Truth, __ one _ 4-9. 

| ontoa perlon or people for the ule "1 
rr Lany alone, bat for the benefir of 19-+67 » 2 
' their Childrenalſo : And he never lo« ; 
| | ved the Truth truly, who is careleſs, 
"whether ir dye with himſelf, or out-live 


| him, 


L 1AAL 
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it, who have been negligent in inftruR- 
ing their Children and' Families, - The 
handing of Religion. from Parents to 
Children, & from the Living co the nexc 
ſucceeding Age, 1 a ſtanding part of our 
Generation-work, It 15 laid of David, 


T hat after be had ſerved his generation, | 


he fell aſleep. And cruly, ſuch as fall 
aſleep betore , go to bed beſore they have 
do!ie theit work, and that 1sthe way to 


make chem ſtat, as many do, when they | 


are newly ſetting chemſelves4o ſleep, 

Oh firs ! care and pains for the godly 
being of poſterity, is a great:and necelia- 
ry buſinels, I many times think of che 
care and endeayour of che nine Tribes 


J oſh.22.22 and half, leſt cheir Children ſhould 


— 30. 


loſe their intereſt in the God of [ſrael. 
To which end they builc the Altar Ed, 
as they tell the rwo Tribes and half in 
their Apology.Say they, The Lord,God of 
Gods,The Lord, God of Gods he knowath, 
and Tſratl be ſhall know that we have not 
done it inrebellion , to turn from follow- 
rg the Lord, rc. But we have done it 
ra:bey for fear of this thing 3 left in time 
to come your Children nught ſpeak. unto 
er. Chyldren, ſaying, What bave you to 


$'s with che Lord God of Iſrael? For the 


Lord 


Y 
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Let: ſuch Parents and Maſters look to */ 
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Loyd hath made Fordan a border 'bitween 
us and you; ye Children of - Renben , 


' and Children of Gad, 'ye bave nopart in 


the Lord :. Soſhall your Children make our 
Chuldren ceaſe from fearing the Lord : 
T herefore we ſaid, Let us now prepare 10 
build as an Altar, not for burnt-offering, 
nor for Smatrifice, but that ut may be 4 
witneſs between us and you. and nr pe- 
nerations after us, that we might do the 


| ſervice of the Lord before him with onr 


nn" EE 
i... 


| meh Soaeg oF mr Sacrifices,and with 


our Peace-offerings, that your Children 
might not ſay to our Children in time to 
come, ye have uo part in the Lord, (5c. 
Here you ſee the care and endeavour of 
the two Tribes and hal! for the prefer- 
vation of the trace Religion, and way of 
God's Worſhip among their poſterity, 
which is th2 Point that I am now preſ- 
ling. I beſeech you lay ic co heart; for 
I tear that many are gully in this mat- 
ter, and. that poſterity 1s ike to be/lircle 
bcholding co them. Admit of a tew 
Expoſtulations, and conficer, 

What will your Children and Ser- 
vants ſay, when they come ro lucceed 
you, and peradyenture dye at lalt in 
therir {ins ? 

« Lord, our Parents and Maſters did 
| | E 3 
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© nor-make known the Truth $0 us 5 
6 they did not Catechize and InſtruRt | 
© us ; they did not deliver to us the P 
& form of found words, nor any brief © 
& ſum ofthe Articles of Faith, and true | P 
<« Religion ; but we lived and dyed in | 
&© jonoxance, for they had no care of | Þ 
«© our Souls z and if others dealt thus | *! 
« with theix Children and Servants, Re- | C 
& ligion it ſelf mjght have periſhed, as | *' 
© we have done. Now would not this | © 
þe moſt miſergble? And are you wil- | " 
ling to be thus indited by your ChiE | V 
dren "ind Servants jn that great 
day. 00 f 
2, Doth not Hezekiab here ſay,:The | I 
| Father to the Children ſhall make known | _ 
thy Trath? Ands it-not expreſt as a du= | * 
ty, and a great one too ? And doth not { 
Heztkiab look upon this as' one of the | © 
great works to be attended in this 
World, without which jt 1s not worth 
while to.live ? Hezekiab indeed had no 
. ſon at chis time, but he reſolyeth here, 
thatif God ſhall give him one, he will 
make known the Truth and $airhful- 
neſs of God to him; for he looks upon 
1c as his Cuty, when he ſaith ," The Fa- 
ther io the Children ſhall maks known thy 
Tiu:h. And what 1s the reafon, that 
_—Y . 
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| many areſo ignoranc this day,butbecauſc 


they wanted Family-inſtruction from. 


' Parents and Maſters > For it is not 


enough, that ſuch do live under the 
preaching of the Goſpel, if thcy want 
inſtruction in the Families wherein they 
have lived; the want whereof makes 
the Miniſters Plow to go ſo heavily. 
Oh let nor he Children and Servancs 
riſe up in judgment againſt you, and 
charge their ignorance and damua- 
tion upon the negle& of your duty to= 
wards them, 

Thirdly, Confider with whom God 
hath berruſted the Goſpel and true Re- 
ligion. 

x. He puts his Miniſters in truſt with 


| 1t, For, ſaith the Apoſtle, We are al- 


lowed of God to be put in truſt with the 
Goſpel. And- it is a great truſt, and 
we muſt be faithful in the diſcharge of it; 
and you muſt not be offended it we deal 
plainly with you, 

2, Hebetruſteth all his people with 
his Goſpel and pure Religion, expeRting 
their diſcharge of this cruſt by their ut- 
moſt endeavors totranimic it to poſterity, 
as you heard but even now from thac 
Text, Pſalm 78, 3, —7. For he doth 
not, as & ſaid, pur the truſt into your 

E 4 - hands 


_ (066) | 
| var for your ſelves, only , that you 
ould make uſe of it during your lives, 
and then dye, and let others that ſhall 
come after you ſhife for themſelves ; ſor 
| this were to be cruel, like the Oftriches 
 1n the Wilderneſs, who leave their Eggs 
in the Earth, and warm them in the duſt, 
forgetting that the Foot may cruſh them, 
and the wild Beaſt break them 5 but he | 
expecterh and requirecth your faithful. | 
neſs, and utmoſt care and labour to re- 
commend the tame Religion to your Chil... | 
dren and Servants that live with you. 
And what ſaith Solomon 2 My Father 
raught me, and ſaid chus and thus to 
me, Prov. 4. 4+ And my Mother allo 
raught me, and the ſaid ſo and ſo co me, 
Prov, 31. — But how have you raught 
thoſe that are under ' your: care? and 
what have you faid tro them? And 
where is theAltar Ed,that you have builc 
for them, as a witnels and memgrial of 
the true Religion and Worſhip of God, 
which«you have commended to them ? 
No marvel chat Religion decayeth in ma- 
ny Families, when their Governours 
have wrapt up their Religion in a Nap- 
kin, and proteſſed only for themſelves, 
and not for them that ſhould come after 
them, You that ate guilty un this pare, 
Will 
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will have a ſad reckoning to make,when: | 


you ſhall be called ro give an account of 
your diſcharge of that truſt, which 1s 
commended-to you, and have never an 
Ed to witnels your. care of conveying 
the Tiuth to. the generation to come, 
Know chereforg,that ict is your duty, ac- 
cording to this truſt.commutted to you, 
roturn''apd wind | your Rehigion for 
God's Glory & the advaniage of poſteri- 
ry 3 which, if you nic, rake heed you 
be not numbred among the wicked, and 
Nochful ſervants, and have your porti- 
on with them. 

Couſider the common care of Parents 
to bequeath their Houſes, Lands, and 
Goods to ſuch as are to ſucceed them, 
T bty leave their ſubſtance totherr Babes, 
{ſaith the Plalmiſt., eAnd the inward 
thought ts, that their houſes ſhall conti- 
nnue for ever, and their dwelling places to 
all generations , and they call their 
Lands after their own names. That 1s, 
they are thoughtful tor the upholding of 
theur Families, and the continuing of 
their names from one generation ro ano» 
ther. Bur as for the Goſpel, which 


chey proſeſs, and the Religion which | 


they own, they have lictle or no care at 
all. They leave their Eartbly ſubſtance 
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to their Children, bur that which is the 
moſt ſubſtancial thing of all , chey leave 
it nor co them and they leave cheir 
names to their Children, but the: Name 
of God and Chriſt they leave not , nor 
have they any care, that Chriſt's Name 
be named upon them, by endea- 
vouring to make them Chriſtians indeed, 
according to their duty, as the Pſalmiſt 
faith, / will make thy Name to be repoens- 
bred in all generatiofs. They care not 
that his Name ſhould be ch:/ded from 
generation to generation. Truly it were 
juſt with God ,'that their names ſhould 
be blotred out from under Heaven, who 
love their own names better than 
Chriſt's, 

Conſider the Covenant that pious Pa. 
rents ate * enrred into with God, 
For when God faith, I will be thy God, 
and the God of thy Seed ; He expecteth 
and requireth , that Parents do not on- 
ly give op themſelves, bur their Seed al-* 
ſo unto God, As Hannab ſaid in her 
prayer , If thow wilt give unto thine 
Handmaid a CMan-chiid, k-will give 
him unto the Lord all the days of bu life : 
She ſpake indeed of more then an ordi- 
nary devoting him to the Lord, wiz. in 
the way of Nazarieſhip; Bur yet ſhe 

| was 
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crnas Mee HON given him 
however; to mn 
back to the Lord, in and by an ofdina- 
ry way of dedication , common to her 
ſelf with all Parents, who are boond 
to this duty by the Law of Nature, and 
by many commands / in the Word of 
God, which T have alteady mentioned, 
Train np therefore a Ebild (or Catechize _ _ = 
him ) s the way be ſhould go. So did Toney Eq 
David deal with Solomon, as you have Pal.44.1” s 
heard,and fo Lows with Eunice,and Ex- —78.3.— 
nice with Timothy, and ſo the' godly 0 
Farhers in their generations, It was as E 
you have heard, a Teſtimony and a 
Law in 7ſrael, And when you broughc 2 
your Children to Bagtiſm, you did fo- _ 
lemly engage unto Fs duty. For the 4 
Covenant which gave your Children 
right to that Ordinance, and which 
ſcaled it ro them, ſtrongly obliged you * 
to give them up ro God in the uſe of all 
ſuch means as he hath appointed. 24 
' And therefore you are a Covenant. 
breaker in the negle& of this duty, 
which is the ruine both of many Chil. " Chan 
dren and Families, as of Elie's in parti- ; 2 with 2:51 
cular, and yer El: did reprove his fons, 3.13, 4 _* 
bur did not do his urmoſt. And this is 
the reaſon why many Children of godly 
Parents prove lewd and vicious , > 
fc 9 , thcar 


We” (99) 
their Familics at laſt, loſe all, power of 
godligels, if they grow nor looſe, and 
prophane. For it is with Children, as 
with the Flowers in your Gardens, 
which wichout care and culture will ſoon 
degenerate, | Remember therefore your 
Covenant, and attend the terms there- 
of , which concern you in relation to 
your poſterity,” And ſay , I am not 
only natural'y, bur alſo tederally bound 
to uſe all mcans to train up my Children 
31 the nurturg, and admonition of the 
Lord, and to ſerve the purpoſe of Gcd 
as to their Eternal Salvation. 

For do you chink it enough, that you 
breed them up to live in this world ? 
And 1s it enough that you provide Meat, 
and Drink, and Apparel, Portions, and 
Trades, aud ways of hvelihood for 
.thern ? Or, that you give them civil Edu» 


cation, and teach them how to carry 


themſelves as men ? will you love their 
bodies, and neglect their ſouls? Do you 
know the price of your own {ouls,and 
not of theirs roo? Or, are not theirs as 
precious as yours? Or,is it all one to 
00 Where you ſpend your Eccrnity, 
and whether you go to Heaven or 'Hell ? 
In the mean-while, where 1s your Re. 
ligion ? where your love of God, and 
Godl.i 


— "EAI ot 
Godlineſs > Where your Conſcience as to 

your Covenanc? Or [what care bave you, 
| that Godlineſs may flouriſh in the next 
generation, - who take nor the courſe that 
it may thrive in your own Family?Take 
heed leſt you prove to be an .Hypocrice 
at laſt. 'Oh, remember the care of good 
Manuoab, when the Angel cold hun ,- he 
ſhould have a ſon ;, Bat , ſaith he, How 7 
ſhall we order the Child ? and what ſhall 
we do dn unto bim ? 

And ſeeing you are a Covenanter with 
God, and: bave given up your Chil- 
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dren to him, who hath accepted of chem, Ezek.16* 


and ſealed the Covenant ro chem z you 
| ſhould now confider, that they are bis 
Children,, his Sons and Daughters, | as 
well as yours, as he expreſly calleth 
them. And he purs them out ro you to 
Board and Breeding, and you muſt give 
au acount to him, how you have bred 
them up for him, 

And wtat ? will ye. rob God of his 
Children, aad beſtow them upon the 
world, or ſacrifice them: to be devou- 
red, and cauſe them to paſs through the 
fire , as God challengeth thoſe Parents 
in the aforeſaid place of Ezekiel, I mean 
to be devoured of that roaring Lion, 


and ( not co paſs chrough the-fire, bur) 
, 0 
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everlaſting burnings: Doch not Nature 
teach Men to propagate their kind ? And 
doth not Grace teach them to propagate 
the Truth, and true Religion ? without 
the firſt, Mankind would periſh z with- 
out the ſecond, Religion would foon be 
extinguiſhed : or, haye you more care 
to uphold the World, than to propagate 
the Goſpelof Chriſt's Kingdom. at ſo, 
you are no better thana Man or Woman 
of chis generacion. 

perceive, there are many Bulls pre- 
ſented for prayers in behalf of ungodly 
Children. Ic is well, if cheir Parents 
have not been wanting in their duty-to- 
wards them, If they havenort, lerchem 
not deſpond as to the ſuccels of their en- 
deayours. I have lived to fee the bleſſed | 
fruits of pious Education , and that 
though Children ſo Educated have gone 
aftray for a while, yer they havebecn gra- | 
cioully reduced at the laſt, & made their 
Parents joyful. And I think, it is nor 
uſual , that a Father ſhould be a true 
fearer of the Lord, and one that conlci. 
onably diſchargeth bis duty towards his 
Children, andyer all of chem ſhould 
prove ungodly, and none of them. be 
converted ſooner or later , but periſh 
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inthe their hearts 
Perhaps Parents may nor always live to 
ſee it, but it is well enongh if cheir 
Children come to Heaveh after chem. 

I have inſiſted the more upon this 

. Point, it being che great duty- of my 
Text , and of ſuch concernment as to 
generation-ſervice, 

- The Exhortation rtacheth Ecclefiaſtick 2. 
Fathers, ſuch as are the Minifters of the » Cor. 4s - 
Goſpel. For ſuchFachers alſo to theirChil> 75; . 
dren ſhallmake known the Truth, And +1 
that is the reaſon why we make known 
thoſe Truths to you, wiz. that we 
diſcharge our duties to our Children, 
that you may diſcharge the like co yours, 

And every week , and every Sabbath, 

and every Sermon we preach can teſtifie, 

chat we are careful to make known the fp 
Truth- unto you. For we have kept AQ 20"2J 
back nothing that was profitable for you, 

nor have ſhunned to declare nngo you ll © 
the Counſel of God, For as Fobs ſaith 3 Johnv.# 
to Gaixs, We bave no preater joy, then 

to bear thit owr Children walk 3n truth, 

even in the Truth chat' we make known 

unto them. And ler all that fear the ; 
Lord, bleſs his Name, that in ſuch a 
day as this is, chere are yer ſuch Spiri- 

tual Fathers , who know the a 
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Jabour ro make it known to eheirSpiritul 


en, For the time may come, that 

you may want them, when the Truth 
which 15 now made known to, you by 
us, may be impugned by chem that ſhall 
come atrer us, % 
" There ate alſo Scholaſtick Farhers, 
who havethe care of training up Chil- 
dren in Learning, *and theſe have cherr 
placeas'well as the former in the fifch 
Commandment, And a great advan- 
rage is put-into their hands to make 
known the Truth unto their Children, as 
well as to inform their underſtandings 
inz way of Humane Learning, And I 
know no Callipg, nor Relation, except- 
ing that of the Miniſtry, that hath the 
lixe opportunity of making known the 
Truth unto poſterity. | 
There are likewiſe Fathers Political. 
For there is the Father in che Family, the 
Father in the Church, the Father in the 
School, and the Father in the Com- 
mon-wealth, or Countrey. And ſome 
think , that Naamar's lervants called 
him Father, becauſe he was a great Com<- 
mander and Prince in his Country, to 
which alſo he had becn a Father, having 
wrought great deliveranges for the ſame, 
However, ſuch a Father was the good 
Fx 70 
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 Kirig is my Teaty-and he owns himſelf 


| as ſuch anonein the very entrance of his ' oy 


Reign, when-he was but' 25 years. old; 
For faith he to: the) Prieſts and Levires 


( exhorcing them to their -duty) Aſp Chron, 
ons, be wt ' now mglipent , ' for the?" 


Lord hath choſen you to fland before bim, 
80 ſerve him, and that you ſhould mini- 
fer unto bim, and burn —_— They 
were ( themſelevs ) Fathers , for Howes 
kiab calls 'them God's Miniſters, and 
ſo they were Fathers to Hetthiab; bur 
as he was their King, he wis their Fa. 
ther, and they his{ons, They his Spis 
ricual Fathers, he their Poliucal, and 
ſo, he was not only Pater patrie , but 
allo Pater param, not only the Father 
of his Coumtrey, but. the Father of his 
Fathers, 5.- 6. the Policcal Father 
of thoſe who were his Fathers Ecclefir 
aſtically. Buc here w no oppor- 
guniry of ſpeaking to fuch Fa 

as theſe, whoſe 'duty ir is alſo 'to make 
known the Truth unto their Children, 
as Hizekjab did,as appears ac large in his 
Reformation, 2 Chron. 29th, zoth, and 
31th Chapters. 

There are Fathers in age, gravity, &ſe- 
nioricy;. v2. ſuch asare well firicken in 
years, Such ate mu Tim,y.1 Ribaks 
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lder, bat entreat, birli as: a Father] 


not-#un E 
wa 

men as Motbers,the younger as ſfifters, The 
Elder here 15 not a Church-Officer, _ as 


"ſome ( perbaps) may think. "For 
- though it is Presbyteros in the Original, 


yet the ſame word is applyed/\to Elder 
Women alſo, in ver. 2. ogtoCuſtpgs G5" 
pwripys, the Elder Women, or-( as if 
[ ſhould ſay ) 'The  Prezbytereſier. So 
that the Apoſtle here ſpeaketh 

of the ſeveral degrees of Age in each Fext, 
Elder | and - Younger, calling the Elder 
Men Fathers, and the Elder Women 
Mothers , and | the younger Men and 
Women , Brethren and Sifters. And 


that this is the true meaning of the } 


Apoſtle, a allo, Titus, 2.2, 3. 


where the Elder here, is called Aged * 


there. 


| Now there is a duty alſo incumbent ' 


upon theſe, as touching; the * tranſmiſlis 
on of the Truth to the generation to 
come, Make it known therefore by 
your Examples, Counſels, Encourage. 
ments upon all occaſions ; for you have 


heard much, and feen much, and 


knownmuch, and creafured up experi. 
ences.z and therefore certainly , you 
thonld have much to lay to ſuch as-are 

| | of 


younger. Mtn as brethren, the elder Wes. 
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of . the younger ſort, and your' years, 
gravity, wiſdom ,. experiences will che 
better recommend the Truth unco them z 
for. there is an honout due to you alſo, 5: Lev.1g 
by-vertue of, the fifth Commandment, 3*- 
Lee me commend to you that Text pg, 


ol Scripture, Oh God, thou baſt taught 15,38. 


| re from my youth, and bitherto have 1 


declared thy wondrow, works; Now alſo 
whey. am old, and gray-beaded, Oh 
God, forſake me not, until I bave ſhew- 
ed thy frength unto this generations and 
thy power ta every one that is to come, . 
The Pfalmift was now an old Man, one 
of- much experience , being taught of 
God from his youth; and as, God 
taught him , fo he ranghit others - 
For ſaith he, Hitherio bave 1 des, 
clared thy wondrow works; Huberto , 
that is,to old Age,tor now he was aged; 


] and -gray-headed. And had he not 


done well ? and was it not tume now to 
dye? Yes; he had done very well , bur 
yer heis willing co live a hitcle longer, 
to-do more, and therefore ( faith he 
Forſake me not, until 1 bave ſhemed thy 
ſtrength unto this generation , and thy 
wer to every one that us to come, As it 
ſhould ſay, I am willing yer | 
a little Tonger to a more {| 
a > 4.- 
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work ; there isa care and zeal for poſte- 
rity upon my heart, there are young 
people ready to come after me, and per. | 
advenzure they will liſten to the Coun. 


fel of an old experienced ſervant of God; 


and upon this account F am willing to * 


da few days more upon Earth, to | 


erve God and Poſterity, withoue'which 
it were not worth while to live, ' 
Think upon this Text of Scripture, 
you that are old and gray-headed , and | 
unprove the little remainder of your 
lives to ſerve the ſucceeding generation, 
For you do not love Religion, if you do 
not love that it ſhould live when you are 
dead ; neither are they worthy of expe- 
riences, who dig and hide them in the 
Earth. When God had ſhewed his 
fingular care and power in the preſerva- 
tion of his Church againſt her Encmies 
that atrempred the ruine thereof, faith 
he, Walk abowt Zion, go rownd about 
her, tell the Towers thereof, mark ye well 
ber Bulwarks, confider ber Palaces, that 
Je may tell it to the generations following. So | 
when God ariferh co build up Zion, and 
appears in glory upon the prayers of his 
poor people, T bis muſt be written for the | 
generations to come, that the people mbich 
ſhall be created may praiſe the Lord. 


Laſtly, | 


CY "mn 
Laſtly, There are ſuc , who though | 
_” 7.05, pb called Farbors, yet arg... 
þ Elders, viz. the. Members of the e 
; Goſpel-Churches, And they ate fo N 
J called, norin reſpeR of age, but of ſtare = 
* in thele Gol 2th , wherein the : 
ch. is- paſt her non-age, and is now 
in an Elderly ſtate, requiring more 
Knowledge, Wiſdom, Strength , Seri- 
* oulnels, Gravity , [7 Solidity in the 
things. of God, How ſhould ſuch, as 
theſe walk before others, {o as to aiiſwer 
the Character of Elders ? Let ſuch take 
heed then of carrying .it below their 
ſtate. It is not for Elders to behave them- 
ſelves like Children, I e though 
many times of that deſcription of the 
Goſpel-Churches in the Revelations, and 
how litcle it is anſwered this day by ma- 
ny. that relate to ſuch Societies. Take 
heed then of ſcandals , anſwer your 
+ Srate, live up ©o your Priviledges, ſhine 
in Holineſs,that you may adorn'the Do- 
Etrine of God and bur Saviour, and com. 
mit and commend your State, E's, 
and holy Lives unto the Genetatiofi” ro 
come, - they may attain to the 
knowledge of the Truth, by your 
walking in it; and fay, Theſe Truths 
and Ways of holy Walking were 
F 3 ma le 
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made known to tne by the Gracioug, - 
Grave, and ſerious Lives of ſuch as did 
relate unto the Churches of Chrift. © 


The Exhortation hitherto hath been ro 3, 
do all the good we are able, during our - 
abode here below, ſeeing death will puc 
end co all our opportunities. And I have 
propounded to you ſeveral Particulars 
wherein to be exerciſed this way, 

Now before I proceed to any further 
Uſe of Exbortation, Let me mind you 
of that which may conduce to the atten- 
dance of this Duty, and that is, an hearc 
enlarged ungo publick ſervice, For thac 
which greatly hinders che proſecution 
of this work, is the narrownels and 
ftraightneſs of the Spirits of Men, whoſe 
concernments are commonly bounded 
within themſelves, Therefore you muſt 
endeavour ro abound in love, 

Firſt, To the glory of God, "For 
this-was at work in Hezeksab's heart, 
when he aid, The wing, the lying, be 

ſhall praiſe thee, This was uppermoſt, 

chis was the firſt thivg that was in his 

Eye,in his defire of prolongation of life. 

For indeed, it is the chief good of Man, my 

whom God made tor himſelf, and who ' 

thezctore 's ro have this end continually 
1 


4 


- Whar ſhall I do to glorific God 


this honour, when you conlider that 


© be concerned that God may. he glori- 


' through all Ages even to Ecernicy,. And 


56 
, and oe” Shen 


in his aim; 


ns _—_ 
him, and through bims, alter ah; | 
thin Pings to himpe g lory y for ever, 99 

And all is loſt te _- not. in- him that 
is Owega, to whom you may wellafford 


he is Alpha. He thatis the firſt , muſt 

be the laſt, Take heed chen of a narrow 

ſelfiſh Spirit, which never looks ſo far as 

to this end ; and that makes many 10 

unaQtive for God, and his Glory, You 

muſt therefore believe more, and love 

more, aud then you will at to this end 

more, &c, : 
Secondly, Your love to the glory of 2. 7 
God muſt extend 'to the Generations to 

come, - You muſt noe therefore limic ir 

to the preſent Generation , and never 


fied in future Ages, even to the, Worlds 
end: . But your deſires herein muſt 
reach to the very end of the World. For 4 
note the words of: the Apoltle Paul, To EPA 231. | 
God be glory in theChurch 7 Chriſt Feſms, 
throughout all ages, world without end, 
Amen. His love to God's glory ran 


fo ſhould your love do, or elle you do 
not fincerely love it; neſther i indeed can 


F 4 you 


| 1» youlove that his Glory be ppkeld dus 


wk 


ring your own time , 'and not foye 


Pal.79. 
laſt. 


Plal $9. 1. 


Pf. 102.18. 


- ., 


che tontinuance of "ic to” the Worlds 
s 


end.” ** 


And ſuch'was the loye of the Sainrs in 
the Scriptures, to the praiſe and gloryof 
fy they, We will ſhew forth thy 


God; 
1h to all "generations. And there» 
ore | | 

1. They deſired the continaance 
thereof tothe Worlds end, 

2. They would alſo endeavour it. 
With my mouth, (aith the Plalmiſt , wilt 
[ make known thy faithfulneſs to all ge- 
nerations:; And this hath been their 
care ſtill, That the people which ſhall be 
created way praiſe the Lord. Thus you 
muſt lyve God's Glory both Intenfive- 
ly, and Excenfively, | 

As yotmuſt love the Glory of God, & 
that 2 may be extended to future Ages; 
ſo likewiſe you muſt love his Kingdom, 
or Elfe you will never atrend this great 
work untd which you haye been exhort.- 


ed. God's Kingdom, Power, and* Glo» 


ry muſt go -rogether in your pray- 
CIS» | | 

Andthis was much upon Hezeckiab's 
hearr, when hgſaid, The Father to the 
Children ſhall wake known thy Trath. For 


he 


TY 
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hedoth not ſay, I will make known thy 
Truth to my Children , though he pur- 
paſed {6 to do, bur tbe Father , tharris, 
cvery Father that feareth God , not on- 


\ lyin my time, butin the generations 


to'come, Thus muſt youx loye be :ex- 
cended to the Kingdom of God, and, 


yl Ma > come, muſt be always 


in your defires and endeavours, Come 


| how'long ? even to the end of the world, 


and never ceaſe coming, till Chriſt 
himſelf come. Now -if this be 


' LFCESN is 1 a +4 
has 4 E & |. ut... 
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your heart, and-3f you love. thar Chriſt | 


ſhould reign in the world, you will do 
your Ut molt RIP ir, 1n your ca» 
pacity, 1n attending tothe ſeveral Parti- 
cuttars'propounded, | . 

As you love God's Glory and King- 
dom, fo muſt you love hus Goſpel. For 


it 1s the Ward of the Kingdow , That 1s, Mat.13-19 


The Word whereby God*s Kingdom 18 
erected, enlarged, governed, perfefted. 
It is that in which, and by which our 
Lord Jeſus doch reign in the world, viz. 
as co kiſs Spiritual Kingdom therein, cf 
which I now ſpeak eſpecially, And 
you ſeein my Text , | Hezekiab's love 
to. the Truth, and 'to the .making 
of tt known from Generation to Gene- 
ration's Whereas the Goſpel 3s the 


Truth 1 


Jo 


ol.1.5. 


 Jama.18. 


; 
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Trinh, xr' {foxtu), chie Truth with-an 


Eph.1.13. excellency,called therefore, The #ord of - 


Truth, and The Word of the Truth of 


tion 3 a myſtgrious ruth , and chere- 

a great Truth , that we caſe 
tolay, As true as the Goſpel, Now if 
you. love this Truth, ( as ycu have. 
cauſe enongh ſo to do ) you will do any 
thing that may tend to the publication 
and propagation of it, by your praiers, 
pains, purſes, Counſels, &c. 

Fawrthly, As you muſt love God's 
Glory, Kingdom , and (Goſpel , {o you 
muſt love Souls. The Father to the Chil- 
dren ſhall make known» thy Truth, 
Therefore the Father muſt love the 
Souls of poſterity, and have a zeal for 
the falvation of them that ſhall ſucceed: 
And this will quicken your endeavours 


- - tothe ſervice of your Age, when you 


R<od.3o. 
23,15. 


Tit.3.4. 
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ſhall look upon the Souls of ſucceffours 
as of equal yalue with your own, ſce- 
ing the ranſom given far all Souls 1s the 
lame, 

And it is a blefied thing to be a lover of 
ſoulszit makes a man like unto Jeſus Chriff, 
whoſe love to Souls ſhines 1n his own 
bloo!, wherein the kindyeſs 4nd a” 4 
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the Goſpel: The Truch, made known not. 
by the Light of Naturf, but by Revela-' 


' 


/ 


One. 
God our Saviour towards Max appetreth; 
His Kindneh and Philambroyy, ©. love 
towards Man, For God and-our Saviour 
are great lovers of Men; ſo ſhould we be. 
FF, And Chriff's delights were with the ſont Prov.8.31] 
| of Men from eteruity. We ſhould not 
therefore terminate our love in Men's bo- 
dies; -we ſhould love the Jewel far as 
boye the Cabiner, and be frequently 
oking upon Mens Souls. 

x. In compariſon with our own,and 

2. In the Blood of the Son of 
God ; and | 

3. In relation co Eternity ; eſpecial- 
ly the Souls of ſuch as are near to us. 
And the enlargement of our affeions 
this way will amplific our endeayours. 
In Heaven we ſhall love Souls that are Fx 
faved, but here we muſt love- Souls that _ 
they may be ſaved; A work which deter- _ 


+ 


| mineth 1n Glory, * | | 
4 _Nowall this requireth'a publick Spi- IF 
| rit, and an heart carried far beyond our ; 
ſ{ves. Por a narrow Spirit atteth with. *< 


In a natrow compaſs, and is limited to 

ivate concernments : And that is the 

| reaſon why thete 1s ſo little Generation - 
wm ſervice performed. All Men ſeek, their 
own , and not the things which are Fe- y1 . .. 

ſus Chriſts, Whereas our care ſhould | 
Thea 


" _ 


Gen.25.2, 


Caution, 
2 Chron, 


32.25. 
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extend far beyond onr own falvation ; 
od G * 


| Chriſt's Kingdom , Golpel, and precious 


Souls, ſhould all have a large room. 4n 
our hearts and afteCtions. 

Thus you have had a great deal. of 
work ſer before you, which will dye to- 
gether with you. And to quicken you 


ol, 

Conſider, That you know not how 
ſoon you may leave this world: As 
Iſaac ſaid to Eſau, lam old, and know 
net the day of my death , and yer he lived 
43 years after that. Few men in Scrip- 
cure knew the day of their death , fo as 
Hexzekijab here did , to whoſe hfe 15 
years were added, and he reſolycth to 
ſpend them for God's Glory, and the 
good of Poſteriry. So do you as for the 
rnainder of your days, which may not 
be a quarter {o many as his. 

Only have a care co perform better 
than hedid. For when he was recover- 
ed, be rendred not again according tothe 

done unto bim, Why ? what was 

the matter? His beart was lifted up, 
Hex#kiab faith here, The living, the 
wing be ſhall prasſe thee, au 1 do thus day; 
Yea, bur how many days did chis con- 
tinue : For by and by he 1s prailing 
n= 


—_—- 
A 


| 
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way. | | ahi 

- Only conſider the uncertainty: of che 
opportunity , and how foog-it; may. Þe 
at an end, and that the dead cannot 
praiſe God , nor they that go down. intg 
filence. Now your Tougues may peak 
for God, and (0 may your Lives, and 
Examplcs too; bur ſhortly there will be 
nothing but hilence, 

Oh ! be nor fileut before death, for 
then you will be filene for ever. | Per- 
adventure you have ſpoken goo - little 
already , in order (I mean ) to the 
work of your day, Speak cherelore and 
a& to God's honour, and the benefit of 
others , whul'ſt you live, or for .ev 
hold your peace, 

I have laid ſeveral particulars before 
you, cofkcerning che ſervice of this lite ; 
& have you nor been wanting in many of 
them? And is not your day alſo far ſpenc ? 
and are noc the ſhadows of the evening 
irerched out > make ic up for the tw 


-rnre, as»far as oye remaininlg _ 


will give you leave, And to mi 
end, | 
Conſider the account you. are to. givt 
when your opportunity 15s eaded. _ 
0 
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 Romrgi: faith the Apoſtle Every one 'of as (ball - 
this is the very next thing after death, 
- Heb-g.27. It us wed wato Men oncg to dyes 
ah after this the judgment. Once to dyes 
nat twice ; *for there is an Emphaſis un 
that little word, once, as appeareth by 
the next verſe,» So Chriſt was once of<- 
fered, 8c. And after this the judg- 
ment, x, Dye. 2, But once. 3.Men,.. 
that is, all Men. 4. Then to judge. 
ment z and there is a ffatwtam et upon. 
all this four. And the judgment wilt 
I . pals upon your managing your preſent 
" Mat.z$,rg Opportunities, For when the Lord 
l comerh, he cometh to reckon z ſo when 
Jougo tothe Lord, you go y hg 
ow you have praiſed him here among 
the living, how you have endeavoured 
co further his Kingdom, according, to 
your _ how you have ved ex. 
emplarily, embraced and improved al. . }. 
opportunities 10 appear - and fpeak for. 
Chriſt; how, and for whom-yau- have - 8 f 
prayed; how yon | have comforted: the + 
teeble. minded, and ſupported the weak,, 
ſupplyed che ourward wants of the Sainty + 
according to your ability, how you have * 
Rood for Chriſt in a ſuftering time, how 


Yer 28. 


you have improyed thoſe Gifs of Grace 
__ wluch 


4 Re 


 . which are proper cothis Liſe ; hdiw you . 4 
ligion and undefiſed <o- your - Poſte. 
rity, by recommending it- c{pecially to 
OR \ 83 2364 
- I tell you thele are. the - greg 
ings, and all of them arc_ the: Work 
of the* Living, and not of the Dead, 
How far you have attended them hicher. 
roy you beſt know 3; If you have been 
waiting,” you had need, to make up in 
enayce, what hath beet lacking-in 
duty and a great part of your- repcht- 
ance muſt be exerciſed in fruits worthy 
amendment of lite. For ſo ſoon as ever 
your Soul : is: quit of irs earthly Taber, 
nacle, you mult preſently appear before 
Ggd's Judgment-Seats 
Contider the greatneſs of che reward 
of good | and faithful ſervants. They 
ſhalt have as much joy as their hearts 3 
canhold. + For they muſt enter ante ity Mat. 25.21 © - 
ſeeing it cannot enter into them, Nei. 'A 
ther the Sufferings, nor the Ducies and 
dongs of chis preſent time are wor- 
thy'to' be compared with the glory 
which fhall be revealed in us, But our 
Eyes-ar2 too ſeldom upon the recam- 
pence of reward, nor do we conſider 


what God hath prepared for chem (7 
| Ive 


| '% a 


love "_ ' Wheres, did we derk: for 
Glory, Honour, we ſhould 
continue patiently in 1 oing, But 
few/ that fear God have Faith enoug}y to 
rake in the : cxcending eternal, weight. of 
Glory char is prepared for them, -If glo- 
rified Saints were to return to live again 

upon Earth, they would double and 
eveble their duties beyond what they did 
in former times. _ what do they 
think when they _ into _ 

joy of their Lord? ? oi 


ry, all this Joy, an Heart fu = a 


Heaven full, and to Erernity alſo, and 
-__ for lo few = ſervice? And 
muſt I new ty in the enjoy« 
ment of God, and = of thoſe ſer- 
vices ___ mg n, which _=_ 
and peculiar ro my tem life? 
And muſt I be on che hex Ang mins as 
to all this Glory tor ever and for . ever? 
Certainly, if ic were poſſible, This 
would make the Saints repent 10 Heaven, 
that they- had done no more for 
Chriſt on Earch, Bur it ſuch thonghts 
were incident to glorified Szints,' they 


come too late , when once they are in, 


Heaven : Now 1s your time to be work. 
ing for that ineltimable reward, When 
therefore you come to*God, you muſt 

haye 


—_ 
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cr of chem that diligently ſeek him, as 
the Apoſtle {peaks. Bur remember that 
it mult be diligently. And be you nevet 
{odiligent, he will abuadanily reward 
K,-- Andif Saints could bur look into 
Heaven, and fee how *cis there, before 
they come thicther, they would ſoon 
double their diligence, and work their 
fiogers to the ſtumps for Chriſt, But 
many want Faith to belicve ſo great a re» 
ward, or to apply -it to themſeives , as 
that which God will cercainly beſtow 
upon "them after their work is ends 


Conſider yet further, That the good 
you do upon Earth may enoreale when 
you are dead ; and as that encreaſcth, 
{> ſhall,your glory ftill be eulargel, For 
though che leaſt Glory above 1s uncon- 
ceivable,and the words there ſpoken ww- 
utterable,yer there are aboundance of Ar- 
gumentations in Heaven, and the ywho 
at their firſt encrance , wore but fingle 
Crowns, after a while wear double ones. 


For it is ſaid, God will give to every 1-17-10. 


Man according to bis wayes, and accord- 
ing tot be fruits of his doings, So that, it 
their former doings on Earch do fructfic 

G after 


have a full petſwaſiony not only of his 4 
ing, but Bounty, that he is a reward- Heb *11.6, E 


2 Cor. 12, 


4. 


- 


Rev.14.13 
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after they are dead , God will reward 
them according to the Fruit: thereof. 
For not only their works, bur the fra 
of chem alſo doth follow them. And fo 
do the evil works of wicked men follow 
them, as Feroboam's did tor above three 
hundred years together afrer his death ; 
for chat at laſt he felc a fevenfold Hell 
for what he did ac firft, Upon this ac- 
count it 1s conceived. that Dives defired 
Abraham to {nd Lazarus to go and 
preach to his five brethren, that they 
might avoid that place of torment ; why? 
15 there charity in Heil > no, it was not 
out of love to his brethren, but to him» 
ſclf, becauſe he had corrupted -them 
with his wicked life , and left a bad ex- 
ample behind hum, which they follow. 
cd, therefore he defired, that they mught 


( if not be ſaved, for that I think a dain- 


red Sul cannot Gefite, yerthat) they 
might not tor his cauſe and example be 
brought 1nto that place of torment, be. 
cauſe chis would be the encreaſe of his 
torment too, In hike manner on the 
other hand, the glory of the Saints re- 
ccaves encreaſe as their labours and pains 
are fruictul,- as Divines ſay of Paul's glo- 
1. One Heaven is roo much for the 
b.{t Saint that ever lived , were not the 


| I'C- 
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WAY; . 
reward of Grace, and yer-your Aleaten 
ſhalt mulciply according co the fruit of 
your good doings which you lefc behind 
y Ou. - 
And this will be inſtead of doing 
gbod im Heaven, when the Saints leave 
tbat behind them , which keeps fructi- 
tying after they have left this world. b, 
Why ? what 1s that which they may Qiell, ' 1.4 
thus leave behind them ? | 4 
Their good Works and Words, and Anſws 
Examples, and holy Lives, their Inſtru- T; 
&ions, Exhorcactions, Counſels, Encou- I 
ragements, their remarkable Actions 41 
and Sufterings for Chriſt, - By all which 
they a&t and ſpeak even afier death, Hcb.11.4, 
And there is no other way that I know 
whereby to do good when you are in 
! Heayen, And in this way ſhall the 
gtorified Saints know in Heaven, whe- 
ther the good works which they lefc be- 
hind them &o frucifie , for they hall 
find and feel it in their enlargedCrowns; 
furcher Augmentations, and additional 
Glorics, And then they fhall break 
our into new Songs of praiſe to God and 
the Lamb, for helping them ro ſow their 
Seed on. Earth , which ſtill fructifi- | 
eth aſter they arcgone to Heaven, And n 
in this way a Pacher may conyert his 
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Child, or Children after -his death , as 

( as I doubc not, but ) many have done; 
And then he hearcth of it in Heayen, | 
two WAaycs. 7 
x. By his additional Glory. | | 
2, By the joyful Acclamations of | 

the Angels for the | converſion of a 
finner. 

Tuk,15.10 Wherefore let us endeavour (> to live 
| here: a little while , that our good 
'. © Works may live when we are dead, and | 
a&t when we are at reſt, and ſpeak {} 

when we are gone down 1nto filence,and 

ing forth fruit unto holineſs , when 
we are in endleſs happineſs; and bring 
Souls ro Heaven afcer us to tell us that, 
our good Works, and Words, and Ex- 
amples, Inſtructions, Exhorcations , 
Counſels, ſufferings, Graces, are yer all {| 
alive and well, and like co yield a fur- 
ther Crop and Harveſt of Joy and Ho. 
nour to them that ſowed them before 
their death, Oh, it is a bleſſed thing, 
and. the Wiſdom of Saints to leave a 
ſtock of good Works behind chem, 
whereby ro have a Trade going here 
on Earth, which will afford them freſh 
Incomes of Glory, whil'ft they are alzea» | 
S dy ſhining as the Sun ia the the King» | 

dom ot their Father, 


_ 


And 


Mi 


+ ſhall require. 


the cold Grave , and my Soul re- mento, 


off like 4 Weaver my life, be ( that” ex- 


WS {06+ 4 
And thus much for the fiſt Uſe of 
Exhortation, co do all the g00d we arc 


able, during our dwelling here on 
Earth, 


2d Branch of Exhortation, 


Let the ſecond Exhortation be to call 2. 
upon you to vaiue your Opporcunicies, 
&.to make che bcſt improvements ot time 
whiPR you are in the Land of the li- 
ving , ſo as the World is often called. 
For Hezekiab began now to conhider ,, yy 
the price of cime , who but lately was at 
the Gates of the Grave , . and deprived 
( as he thought ) of the reſidue 
of bis years, that is, which he might have 
lived according co the ordinary courſe 
of Nature, Saith he, Mine age rs de- 

aried, and removed from me as a Shep- 
berds Tent , That is, which the Shep- 
herd removerh from Plain to Plain , ac- 
cording to his occaſions, as the matter 


#* 


Now I am living here by and by 2 
my Budy muſt lodge ia the Tent of nb. | 


turn t0 God thacgaveit. [ bave Ent 9494 Tex- 


« i £ rrem 1 tel 
IS, God) will cut me f from the relinguit, 
| Thrum, | 


Throw, Ver. I2, 


| | dertully for him in his late preſervation 
Ver.1 7. 


-vih 
f I have cnt off my 


life by my $10s, and God hath cut it off | 
by his righteous | hand upon me.Saith-he, | 
I reckoned till morning, er.13-. 1 thall 4. 
be dead by the morning. And now Hy- 
zekiab begins to prize time, ang cries, | 
The living, the living be ſhall praiſe thee, 
Thus wh *..- AK the iwift Shuttle of your 
lite is come to a Thrum , then you will | 
ſce the value of Opportunity, and cry, | 
T he living, the living, &c. and reckon 
till the morning, and ſay, There 1s bur 
one day more between my life and 
Ecerniry. - And it may not be long ere |} 
that Morning or Evening cometh, For | 
little did Hezekiah a few dayes before | 
think thar he had. been ſo near unto | 
death, being now but thirty nine years 
old, and God having wrought fo won. 


from Senacharib : For (aith he, Behold, 
for peace 1 bad preat bitterneſs. God 
lately deſtroyed the Holt of rhe King of 
Aſſyria, and gave me peace, and I fad, 
I ſhall now now dye in my N-cſt, and | 
mulciply - my dayes* as the Sand, bur 
I little thought of ſuch a ficknels ro en- 
luc my PEIcE, 

* Ic leems he was ſurpr; zed ; and fo 
may you be, it you look not well to ix; 


fo 


LIMI 


oo") | 
for God- now. gives fair warning of it; 
They that will nor prize Opportunity, 


ſhall have an opportumity to prize it : If 
they 'prize it not living,” they ſhall prize 


1t dying. Wheretorc- manage your 


fealons for the belt ends while you halve 


them, and fill up your dayes wich duty, 
ana be-nor to eager upon the World, 


and tne things thereof, Opportunicy 
1s a golden Marttock to dig for Heavenly 
Treaſurez do not wear ic Cut, as many 
d», in digaing for Pibbls, -and at your 
Jatier end become a tai. 

Beware therefore ot 1dlencls 0 the 
one (ide , and cumbring your icit with 
Worldly. Occajions on the other ; 
but conlider, wherefore hath Qdd given 
you life and. time , but co b= lerviceable 
1a your day, and © work for Jin 1n 
whom you live, He d1q not give you 
time co-play the Truanc , and dcfign 
and labour co be rich; and to - grow 
great inthe World, and to arrive at 
luch a Revenue, and proporuon of 


worldly Eitate z bu: he tcnc you 10 


the World to do his work, ard to 
unprove your Time -and Ialen: for 
hum. : 
And therefore, when the World, or 
the Fleth is putting ſuch Employmen 3 
GW 4 upO | 
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upon you, Which will devour much 
time, and divert you from the one thing 
neceſſary. cell them; That, you m 
give.an account of your time, and you 
muſt not rob your Lord and Maſter of 
his hours, which he ſent you to (ime 
prove in his ſervice, &c. 
And certainly it 1s an undervaluing | 
alſo of Heaven, to think to go thicher, | 
" and todolittle or nothing for God upon | 
Earth , though yet the recompence of _ | 
reward 15 purely gracious, or of meer 
Grace , let our Labours for the Lord 
be never {o many ; for what are all our 
Srudies, Works, Swear, and blood, and 
Spirits, and Coſt, and Care, and Time | 
expended upon Chriſt , in compariſon | - 
with an exceeding Eternal weight 
of Glory ? Prize therefore and improve 
- your times. | 
x. Parti- Here are ſeveral of you that-are 
exlarly. young, or 1n your middle age, or about 
| Hez.ch:tab*s years, Call your ſelves to 
an account, and enquire of your - agn 
hearts what you have done : Peradveh- 
ture bur little for God, and what will | 
turn Qt0 acomfortable account. What 
then, if God ſhould now lay you (+ as 
he d:d Hezektab ) upon your ſick Bed, 
aud thieaten to cut off the Thrum of 


Joup. 
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your lives > Would you not with him 
eurn your faces: to the wall, and w 
fore? And ye: I tell you, Hezekzab had 
done a great deal of Work for God, du- 
ring the time of his Reign unto this fick- 
neſs. He loſt no time, but fell hard co the 
Work of Reformation in the firſt moneth 2 Ch. 294; 
of the firſt year of his Reign. And he 
| didagreacdeal during his fourteen years 
| before his ſickneſs , and he did 1t alſo ;n Ifa.38. 3-. * 
' Truth, and with a perfett heart. bl. 
Bur Gill. what have you done, if you 
were now as near the gates of the grave, as 
here he was? And to. theſe Gates you 
muſt come at laſt, and paſs through them 
| allo to the higheſt Tribunal, to anſwer 
- tothis Queſtion , What baſt thes done > 
How hatt 'thou improved time, occu- 
| piedwith hy Talent, filled up thy Re- 
| Jations, maintained "good Works for 
neceſiary uſes, been aCtive for the highelt 
ena? 
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Peradventure you will plead your Obſery 
| ſmall capacity , ard that you are but 

| of mean degree » an obſcure perſon, and 

| ezerciſed in Low Employments, and of 

| weak parts, &c, 

| Les ber Rell what faith Hea-kakbi?. Sol, Þ 


The lying, the living he ſhall ma 
An 


Matth. 25, 


( 200) 
. 

And arenot you living? Are you not - 
alive? For any Man or Woman living 
may praile the Lord, or clſe Hezthzab 
ſaith not well; But it is erue what he 
fait, tor any Man Lving may do his 
tus generation-work. Is your capacity 
chan ſuch, that you cannot praiſe-the 
Lord ? what faith che Pſilmiſt > Prarſe 
ye the Lord; who? Kings of the Earth, 
Yea, they are ina capacity indeed.Such 
as Hezekiah may do much that way, 
they are great Men, and have great op- 
partunities, But whag fſolloweth? 
Kings of the Earth, and all people : 
Princes and all Fudges of the Earth, Bath 
young Men and (Maidens, and old Menu 
and Children, Let them praiſe the Name 
of the Lord. Men and Maids, gold 
and young, all may; and all muſt at- 
tchd the ſervice, none cxcepicd. 

And therefore plead not your mean 
capacity, bur ſerve your age according 
ro your Talent. For he that had bur 
one Talent, don not fav, Lord, I had 
but one, and whas can a Man do with 
one ? My fellow. {crvanrts had, one hve 
Taicnts, the ether ewo, and they might 
well employ an4 improve. them. 
No, he {aith not thus 3 He was convinced 
that one Talcat night be impioved- 50 
adva 1- 


(10t) 
advantage as well as five, and that eve- 
ry one is bound to be Trading for God 
with whar he hath given him ; for, ſaith 


the Text, He gave to every Man according Ver.1s, 


to bis ſeveral ability, So that all of 
them had an ability, though ſeveral : 
One had a five-fold ability , another a 
ewwo- told , anorher a f1ngle. And he 
that had but a hngle capacicy, was called 
to an account {or his unproficableneſs,and 
calt inro onter darkneſs. The mcaneſt 
therefor: among you hach ſome abiliry, 
and woe be to hum, 1f he doth not im- 
prove, A voung Man, a Servant, a 
poor Man, a mcan Man, may do many 
things in tendency ro God's Glory, an 
the good of others,” winl*{t he 1s hiving, 
and the living, the living, be ſhall praiſe 
thee. 

You that ere ſtricken in years, you 
have much to account for. For you hays 
hved lon, and perhaps arc now grown 
old, but have- you been old Traders ? 
Yes, as to a woildly account: Yea, but 
there is another, and a better Trade,& 
what have you donetherein ?\God will 
call you to0a reckoning for your worlds 
Iy Trace, and elyectally tor your Sp1- 
girual, You have gained thus much in 
the - world, he will fay, but whac 


i:dounds 


2ly* 
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redounds to my ſhare of all that you 
have done ? This is the great Queſhon, 


Think ye; Oh how many opportune, 


ties have you ourt-lived, which will ne- 
ver bave their ReſurreQion - 
therefore you ſhould ſay as Fohn Bap- 
tift's hearers, what ſhall we do then ? I 
aniwer, | 

Firſt, B: humbled for your former 
negleRs, and miſpence of time, who in 
doing much,have hicherto done nothing; 
and judge your ſelves for your omiſſi- 
ons,before your Lord and Maſter calleth 
you tO accourt. For if you judge your 
ſelwes, you (hall not be judged. 

Bring forth fruit meer for Repentance, 
For though 1t 1s as ;mpollube, that your 
former individuaf opportunities ſhould 
return, as that you ſhould grow young 
again, yer God may pleaſe ro miniſter 
rew occaftons to you upon your repent= 
ance, Ry ro bring forth fruit in 
old age. Ic ſeems, that Nicodewnnu was 
an old Man when he came to Chriſt by 
night ; For, faith hez Cana Man be 
born when he # old? As much as to ſay, 
As I am, But when heis converted , he 
thrives apacc , and comes to Chrift at 
noon, and owns ' him in the place of 
judicature , and is a 
mean 


If 
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7 (203 > ae ; "I 
mean to diflolve the Sethon, And aftct- jubn 5,40, 
ward he owns Chriſt crucified, and is at” 
much coſt to embalm him, when his -—1 9. 39. 
Diſciples deſerted him, The Old Man, 
got the ſtarr of them all, and of many | 
others that ſer out betore him, So It VETS" 
is. ſomecimes , The foſt are laſt, and La 
the laſ firſt. 

Now therefore beſtir your felves, and 
redeem loſt time by improving whart re- 
maineth to che utmoſt, and fee what 
you can do with little remuane of life, 
and whether you cannot grow as faſt as 
Old Nicodemus did. Projet improv-" 
ments of life, which is a kind of Save- 
all, now that your light 1s near ex- 

tinguiſhing. 
| Mak upfin affeftion what may be 
| wanting in a&tion. If you canuor-do. 3* 
much, yer love much. and you have 
cauſe cnough to do ſo, in that God hath 
oiven you to live lo long, who have 
done fo little. If our Servants ſhould 
work no better ſor us, than many have 
done for God, we ſhould ſoon turn them 
our of doors, And therefore love] che 
Lord the more, and chat will allo pro- 
voke you to dothe more. 


Stir 
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Stir up ahes to work for God , that 
what you cannot do by your: "own 
hands, you way do by others. For you 
{hall have a ſhare in their good ations, - 
who work by your incitement. What 
good was done by the hands of thou- 
ſands 1n che- dayes of the reſorming 
Kings of Judabgis {till imputed ro the 
Retormers Ts them on work, as YOu 
may lee 1n the Reign of Aſa, Teboſapbat, 
Hezekiab, and Fofiah, And though 
the perfons immoyed might aCt from 


"Principles of Hyrocrifie, as ſome 


(at lealt ) did in Jofiab's Reformarion; 
Yer the works were done in {incerity, as$ 
tothe Retormers « They were done in 
Hypocricy as to the Inſtfuments, in fin- 
cernty as to the principal Agenc. 

Your time therefore is but ſhort, and 

ou cannot do much with your own 
hands, fce . what you cad do by others, 
as by your Wite, Husband, Children, 
Relations, Friends, Neighbours, and 1t 
{hall be impuced unto them, if chey do 
it Gincerely, but t9 you howſoeyer , if 
you did (et chem on work in the up- 
righinels of your heart, 

Pray for death-bed Grace, Faith, 
Hope, . Patience, Peace of Conſcience, 
compolednels of Spirit, 8 ſuch a-tr ameas 


LIMIL 
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is fic to glorifie God; and edifice others 
at your laſt farewel to friends. . This ps 
that which we ſhuuld all pray for, and 
1t15 that which God is pleaſed 'to grant 
ro ſome, and jr 15 a great mercy where ic 
is vouchlafed, for it 15 not {o eminently 


granted unto all that fear the Lord, ' 


Had Hezckiab now dycd, his Diſtcm- 


per was lo violent, that he could not 


ave dyed lo comfortably, reckoned ul yer.1;,1'4 


morning, that a a Lion, ſo he will brea 

all my bones : From day cuen to night, 
wilt thou make an end of me, Like 4 
Crane, or a ſwallow, ſo did I chatter; 1 
did mourn a4 a Dove : Mine tes fail 
with looking upward : Ob Lord, 1 aw 
oppreſſed, undertake for me. But they 
that have, done but little tor the Lord, 
and are not now like to do much, had 
need to pray more, efpecially, chat thus 
they may finiſh their courle, 

Andit God grant you this mercy ,you 
may perhaps do as much good dying, 
as ever you did living. - The few words 
of the penitent Thict have done good 
to thouiands,though be was a Man thac 
neyer did good, but much eval, till he 
was converted upon the Croſs, And 


thus. much for the Exhortation to Luke 22- 
value Opportunites, and co make 49+24** 


the 


Job 3.z1. 
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the belt improyement of time while ic 
Jaſteth, 


3d Uſe of Exbortation, 


If there are opportunirics of performing 


ſervice to God in this world, which are 
not to be enjoyed after death, and that 
the Saints do that for God here , which 
they cannot do in Heavenz Then , be 
not too eager in your deſires to dye,” Ic 


'was Fobs weakneſs, rhough indeed he 


was then. in great diſtrels and miſery, 
He longed for death, and digged for it 
more than for hid Treaſures, We muſt 
not be too forward to dig our own 
Graves : We may prepare them, as Fo- 
ſeph of Arimathea did , and allo we 
mult prepare tor them; but let us not 
dig chem impatiently, or unpor- 
tunately, 

Life 15a great mercy, yea, and length 
of dayes, Ir is annexed to the obe- 


P[91-L4/. dience of the fifch Commandment. Wh 


long life will I ſatisfie him, and ſhew bin 
my ſalvation, Why ? will not a Child 
of God be ſatisfied without length of 
dayes? Yes, he is ſatisfied tro dye when 
God pleaſeth, If God will take him 
away ſooner or later, he he is ſazisfted+ 
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liſtening to theClock,ar long apon the 
Sun, and longing for the Evening, not 
| minding fo auch his Work as hs 


Wages. . , 

_ Ir is faid of Fehojada alſo, that be was's Chr. 26, 
1 of dayes, when be dyed, being one 15+ 
ndrgd and thirty nears old. Fic was 

full of days. paſſively, and full aQtyely, 

lie.was ſatisfied with this great length of 

dayes, and very. well cofizented and 
thankful tolive ſo long, He was deep 1n 

years ( I ſuppoſe A: , If not above, 
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d done good "in Iſrael X 54 
= wit God', and towatds” ih BE 
| And the'moſt of 1 it was done in his 
old Age. | $f, YO 
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4 If rhe people c of God can do more ſers. 
y vice for him on Earch than in Heayen 5; 
Be exhortet| to prize their lives Dae! y for. 
them, and improve them, Tf zekiab” 
h&rt had died of his fickneſs S che” .pe0-- 
le of God would ſoon . have "= 

Fs, 'as when (arlaſt he ea k 
did, far you know ' what” ain : af 

cer, Conſider, what a deal of good 
ſech with che life ofa good Man. Hes 

WE. tne, his Works live, bur his workiop 

3s: dead, Minifters ſhall preach no. 
more z , Church- Others rule no more, 
© 20 Oe 

\y 


b 

| 
' 
1 
t 
} 
t 
1 


oY 


nd 


| AN. y-** 
ty) 
dilpenſe no, more 5 \Beneſators lay" out 
them(clves no-moreg- publick. Spirits ag 
1oMmae; Trues ther Examples, -Say- 
ings, | Writings ;- Memorie, | Fruits: of 
«heir former Works may: ſuryiye 2 Bar 
cheir perſons, perſonal a&tings, delighe- 
- ful. preſence, feet fflowſhip, whole. 
{omg Counſels , and ready helj 
are; dead and gone.: - Whereas. theſe are , 
great-mercics, and many will ſay ſo when 
they are-gone, who made /bur'lictle of = 
them whule\they had them. -* You know * 
hoy the Elders of Epbeſwty- and the Bre- 
thren at Milerns wept at Pan's parting, 
lorrowing moſt of: all, ' that they ſhould 
\ fee his face no more; and yet after that he 
lived many years, and: wrote an Ex- 
ccllenc Epiſtle ro-che Church: at-E pheſm, 
Oh, how: would -they  haye - wept; 
bexhen dyed at Miletw !' Bur' few : pre- 
cious. ones are prized enough till dead, | 
and-perhaps.nor then neither.. The: Jſ- 7 $9325: 
- | rachates 61d) not ſufficiently valye ' Sa- * 
- | rag] when be grew old; but, when they 
had taſted what Sax! was, and that Sa- 
mel; allo was taken away by | death, 
then they gll lamented bin, | Yea, and 
Sant humfelt | allo rene him, whe 
little regarded him- whil'R living. Brs 
we vp Samwel,. faith he to the Witch a # 2amafs 
| [1-4 Exdor, 


IG.gy.1. 
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" | of years, and come<to their Graves in 


0%,” 24, bur bis marriage with a dear \Rebrhab. 


['(xx0) J 
Exdiv. He ns would —_ 
w Same, 'will now go to the Devil 
him, - Brjug we up Sampel ;- Yes, Rake 
him by 'all means but of his - Grave : 
'And, oh, that $4u/could but- once more 
ſpeak with Sammwel ! * PI 

.. How fewiare They who haye a juſt 
valuation' of theſe living * mercies, ” or 
Thar duly lay to heart the loſs of them ? 
For 'it - is our duty- alſo» to: bewail- the 
death of fuch , as when the Churchloft 
Stephen, ' devout Men carried bes to bis 
-burcal,” and made great lamentation over 
him, Oh know the ' price- of living 
Saints , | eſpecially - rhe* moſt uſefal 
ones, | 

- You that are Children, and have 
godly Patents, who have made know n 
the Tturh'ro you, take heed' you think 
not they have lived too long 3 but know 
that ir is your mercy, it they dye full 


a full age, 1ike as a ſhock of Corn'cometh 
inits ſeaſon. Improve 'their dives, and 
lament their deaths- - '{$4#aþ was an 
bundred \rwenty- and - ſeven years old 
when ſhe dyed, and yet - {axe '{arented 
the Jols of her' for the” ſpace *of three 
years, and nothing could tomifort hit, 
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rhat benefic by his Tits Rae, 
who was inſtead of a Father 'to him, 
that it went well with him and his 
Kingdom whiles he lived, but miſerably 
with - both afterwards. Many Chil. 
dren have loſt chemſelyes' er with 
their Parents, 

; "Conſider whatI ſay. And then you - 
that have ſuch Miniſters of Jeſus Chrift, 
as labour in the Word and Doctrine, 


- and watch for your Souls, prize chem, 


pray for them, and improve them, for 
you know: not the cqnſequences of their 


remoyal, 


gth #ſe of Exhortation. 
| o 

Laſtly , Seeing there is more fſer- 
vice to be done on Earth than in Hea- 
ven-;z how ſhould this exalt Chriſt Jeſtis 
in our hearts, and enlarge them in love 
him , whoas he wrought ſo much 
for us on Earth, ſo fill is he-at, work 
for us in Heaven? He, He is the greac 
Worker in the higheſt World, You 
Ra. > know - 
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"know vhecke ſvck No vp 
| thet'on Ea el 
which. thow _ { 
Yes , but-we-are- ro' u V 
Rand. it pr his Work upon Earthy for his f 
Work i Heaven is! nat [as yet finiſhed; | 
nor will before the end-of the world, | 


. ' Alas), we'can do like for Ebriſt 5 "1 
Earth, and;leſs in, Heaven, ''Yet Feſus 
Chriſt, whethcrin, Earch or Heaven, 18 
{Hll at work for us. It is not with him as 
with us. Heaven takes the work out of our 
hands,: but, it puts-it into! his. - For thi- 
ther is he gone to take and keep poſleſſa 
on, and to prepare places for us, There 
he executerh his Mediatory-Offee, con- 
tinually appears and makes interceſſion 
for us , ſheds abroad his Spirity gives 
Commiſſion to the Angels, and Gifes 
unto Men, calkth and gathereth in his 
— ones , enableth us .to work on 
Earth, governs the World, *upholds his 
Church , and ſubdues theip Enemies, 
All che Work of Heaven lics u 
Chriſt's hands ; and ic 1s well jt doth, 
ot what would become of us on Earth ! 


And as this ſhould raiſe. our Eſteem 
:w Love of Cuiſt, fo ſhoulg ir quick» 
Tot 


n Earth, 
ſeeing he is flill at work © for us in Hea- 
ven; He wrougtit above thirty years 
for us here on Earth, but in Heavelſh- 
bove fixteen hundred, and thus he will 

continue his work to the end of the 
world. * 

To him therefore be glory, and ho. 
nour, for ever and ever. Amen, 


